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“A dream of a debut, by turns troubling adn glorious, angry and wise.”
—Junot Diaz

Hope and Other Dangerous Pursuits evokes the grit and enduring grace that is
modern Morocco. As four Moroccans illegally cross the Strait of Gibraltar in an
inflatable boat headed for Spain, author Laila Lalami asks, What has driven them
to risk their lives? And will the rewards prove to be worth the danger? There’s
Murad, a gentle, unemployed man who’s been reduced to hustling tourists around
Tangier; Halima, who’s fleeing her drunken husband and the slums of
Casablanca; Aziz, who must leave behind his devoted wife in hope of securing
work in Spain; and Faten, a student and religious fanatic whose faith is at odds
with an influential man determined to destroy her future. Sensitively written with
beauty and boldness, this is a gripping book about what propels people to risk
their lives in search of a better future.
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Hope and Other Dangerous Pursuits evokes the grit and enduring grace that is modern Morocco. As four
Moroccans illegally cross the Strait of Gibraltar in an inflatable boat headed for Spain, author Laila Lalami
asks, What has driven them to risk their lives? And will the rewards prove to be worth the danger? There’s
Murad, a gentle, unemployed man who’s been reduced to hustling tourists around Tangier; Halima, who’s
fleeing her drunken husband and the slums of Casablanca; Aziz, who must leave behind his devoted wife in
hope of securing work in Spain; and Faten, a student and religious fanatic whose faith is at odds with an
influential man determined to destroy her future. Sensitively written with beauty and boldness, this is a
gripping book about what propels people to risk their lives in search of a better future.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Hope and Other Dangerous Pursuits, Laila Lalami's poetic debut, begins with the illegal journey of four
Moroccans across the Strait of Gibraltar. Moments away from the shores of Spain, the boat capsizes and the
passengers are forced to swim for their lives, and their freedom. What follows is an exploration of the pasts
that led to this passage, and the futures that emerge from this voyage.

Less a novel than a series of biographical sketches, the book seems at times like a tease; Lalami does such a
beautiful job creating her characters that readers will undoubtedly be left wanting more. Still, each portrait
gives us a chance to not only engage with the character, but to gain an understanding of the religious, socio-
economic, and emotional circumstances that compel each person to leave Morocco. Faten, a student who
dons the hijab, is forced to flee when her religious beliefs start threatening the lives of influential educators.
Murad, a serious, educated young man chances the crossing in search of a better life, where he doesn't have
to hustle tourists to make a living. In each scene, Lalami bring Moroccan culture to life, from the tree-lined
suburbs of Rabat to the Douar Lhajja slum, "where couscous pots were used as satellite dishes."

With Hope and Other Dangerous Pursuits, Lalami creates a world that is both modern and traditional,
hopeful and desperate, mournful and joyous. Readers can look forward to much more from this talented new
voice. --Gisele Toueg

From Publishers Weekly
The four main characters of this linked series of fictional profiles are connected by a single goal: the desire to
emigrate from Morocco to Spain, where there are jobs. Lalami, author of the literary blog moorishgirl.com,
opens her book with the four (along with several others) illegally crossing the Strait of Gibraltar in a tiny
inflatable raft; when it capsizes near shore, it is everyone for themselves. The next four chapters flash back to
their varying lives in Morocco: Faten, a lower-class, college-aged woman appears only through the eyes of
middle-class friend Noura's parents, who are horror-stricken as Noura falls under Faten's influence and
begins wearing the hijab; Halima, a financially struggling mother who, with her children, is escaping an
abusive marriage; Aziz Ammor, who hopes to support his wife by finding work in Spain; and Murad, a
college graduate who makes pocket money by taking Paul Bowles fans on informal tours. The four following
chapters detail, with sensitivity and journalistic clarity, their lives after the trip across the Strait. Less a novel
than a set of finely detailed portraits, this book gives outsiders a glimpse of some of Moroccan society's
strata and the desperation that underlies many ordinary lives.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School–This contemporary tale opens with 30 people huddled in an inflatable lifeboat meant to
hold 8, attempting illegally to cross the Strait of Gibraltar from Tangier to Spain. Lalami explores the lives of
four of these travelers, from the circumstances that led up to their being in that boat, to the lives they make
for themselves after their attempted crossing is thwarted by the Spanish border's Guardia Civil. Murad lives
with his mother and younger siblings. Although he has a degree in English and speaks fluent Spanish, his life
consists of hustling American and British tourists to various points of interest in Morocco. Halima, married
with two young sons, works as a janitor to make ends meet while her husband drinks her earnings away and
beats her in frustration. She sees the trip as her one chance at escape. Faten, an outspoken university student,
crosses paths with an education administrator and finds herself expelled from school. Aziz, tired of seeing
his wife go off to work while he cannot find employment, dreams of making a life in Spain and bringing his



wife over once he is established. Two of these four characters avoid the Guardia Civil; two of them do not.
Each learns that ultimately success has little to do with location and everything to do with smaller, day-to-
day decisions. With a softness and lyricism that belie the fact that this is a first novel, the narrative introduces
readers to beautifully drawn characters who make for a gem of a tale.–Kim Dare, Fairfax County Public
Library System, VA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cindy Searcy:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The
particular Hope and Other Dangerous Pursuits is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Andrew Wilson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Hope and Other Dangerous
Pursuits that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for
all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you can pick Hope and Other Dangerous Pursuits become your current starter.

Dawn Bliss:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Hope and Other Dangerous
Pursuits which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Kim Free:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you



knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this
Hope and Other Dangerous Pursuits.
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