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National Bestseller
“A funny, sad, nasty little gem of a novel.”—Jay McInerney

In bestselling author Jennifer Belle’s debut novel, Going Down, Belle introduces
readers to Bennington Bloom, a coed working her way through college. As a call
girl.

With a sharp eye for satire and a keen comic sense, Belle chronicles nineteen-
year-old Bennington’s high-pressure adventures. Stuck with an ulcer, a father
who loves his dog like a daughter, a shrink who is hard of hearing, and New
York University tuition to worry about, she's working overtime to keep it all
together and doing what she can to survive. Spending the night in an abandoned
hotel pool, punching pushy old women on the subway, Bennington is at an all-
time low, and things are only going down from there.

A witty take on making it in the city, Going Down showcases Jennifer Belle’s
unerring gift for capturing the absurdities of day-to-day life. Funny and
intelligent with an endearingly skewed take on life, Belle is the real thing.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Belle combines very funny, sharply written prose and a superb grasp of narrative in her debut novel. At the
center of it all is her unforgettable main character, Bennington Bloom, a 19-year-old who goes to work as a
call girl in high-class New York City brothels to put herself through NYU. This is no hooker with a heart of
gold. She's better. The arresting combination of her caustic wit and insightful observations make for a
wickedly hilarious sense of humor evoking Dorothy Parker. This is keenest when she's in bed with the men
who are paying her for sex; to focus her mind elsewhere, she calculates how much money she's making.
She's not about to take anything seriously: her dysfunctional family, her ridiculous acting classes, her stress-
induced ulcer, her wayward friends, her intensely type-A boyfriend or, least of all, herself. Even in her
moments of intense self-pity when she's confessing to her deaf, senile shrink, she can stand far enough away
to laugh, or at least smirk. Things do faze her but, true to her restless nature, never for long. With tight prose
and precise detail, Belle transforms the perverse into the absurd and tempers it with an empathy that prevents
the book from becoming mean or crude. Belle's riotous, vivid debut has the energy and gritty appeal of New
York City itself. 50,000 first printing.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Bennington Bloom is a 19-year-old acting student at New York Univeristy in search of a part-time job.
Answering an ad in the Village Voice for "coeds" leads her into a life as a high-paid call girl. In a light, no-
nonsense, humorous voice, Bennington describes her sexual experiences, her adventures with eccentric
friends, and her distant father. She becomes so hooked on the easy money she makes as a prostitute that
when she finds a decent man and moves in with him, she can't give it up. Instead, she invents a job for
herself as a caterer to explain her frequent evening absences, which leads to heartbreak and humiliation when
the truth is discovered. While Belle is clearly a writer to watch, having crafted a first novel that is
compulsively readable, her characters are so shallow that in the end the reader is left with nothing substantial
to remember. Recommended for adventurous readers.?Patricia Ross, Westerville P.L., Ohio
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
When NYU drama major Bennington Bloom beds down at the bottom of an empty swimming pool following
a fight with her roommate, she figures there's nowhere to go but up. For a while, it seems she might be right.
An impulsive call placed to an escort service advertised in the back of the Village Voice leads to easy money,
adoring male attention, and a surrogate family in the form of a madam, Holly, and her husband. Even though
Bennington's life as a hooker soon becomes an endless grind of long hours and emotional isolation that takes
a heavy toll on her mental and physical health, she can't stop--she's gotten used to the money. Now all this
may sound horribly depressing, but Belle's sharply observed characters and keen sense of the absurd mold
movie-of-the-week material into a raw, funny, and compelling slice-of-life. Some of the dialogue is
priceless, particularly in the scenes of working girls killing time between tricks. June Vigor

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Alfred Cox:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Going Down suitable
to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Going Downis the
main one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world with this book.

Jose Brummitt:

The reason? Because this Going Down is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for
you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Treva Ritter:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be read. Going Down can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short spare
time problems.

Alfonso Unruh:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Going Down when you needed it?
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