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Editorial Review

Review

"Formative assessment’s essence is its reliance on evidence-informed judgments about the need for
instructional adjustments. Ainsworth relied on an analogous strategy in refining the recommendations he
made in 2006 regarding common formative assessments. Based on nearly a decade’s worth of real-world
evidence obtained by watching educators implement those earlier suggestions, Ainsworth has clearly refined
his thinking about group-guided formative assessment. To most of us, a designation of 2.0 represents a “new
and improved” version of whatever’s being described. Well, in every sense of its definitely deserved
designation, this powerful book represents Common Formative Assessments 2.0."

 

(W. James Popham 2015-01-05)

“One of the hardest tasks for teachers is to align pre- and post- classroom assessments to best measure the
change or progress made between two occasions.  Such assessments need to have questions anchored on a
common scale (i.e., whatever is measured on each occasion should be the same construct) and anchored on
a common difficulty scale.  Larry Ainsworth spells out how classroom teachers can work together to create
such tasks, which allows a major focus, as it should, on using progress to help monitor learning and adapt
teaching.

The new material in this book is critical to its value:  Ainsworth introduces constructive alignment of
learning objectives, standards, success criteria, classroom and larger-scale assessments, and emphasizes the
quality of assessments leading to excellent diagnostic interpretations of data. He does not ask teachers to do
all this alone but in a community of experts led by instructional leaders (the chapter on PLCs is worth
buying the book in itself). He does all of this with the intention of maximizing our positive impact on student
learning.

There have been many who have written about the power of success criteria, growth and progress, and
assessment for teachers, but not how to do it. Ainsworth spells it out to perfection.  It seems so
obvious—create the pre- and post- measures as part of the lesson planning, then make the links between pre-
and post- and this is the learning progression.  So why do we not do this? Because it requires a major
transformation in how we think about our role—no  longer just teach and then see how well the students
listened to us by creating an assessment at the end focused on what we covered. Changing this thinking is the
power of this book.

There are so many gems in this book. For example, Ainsworth is not talking about ‘tests’ but about ‘tasks,’
which opens up so many more possibilities. The sections on the qualities of measures are directed to
classroom tasks, and the many varied examples based on the Common Core will make it so much more
practicable for teachers using those standards to implement many of the major purposes of the nationally
consistent curriculum.”



(John Hattie 2015-02-20)

About the Author

Larry Ainsworth is the author or coauthor of 15 published books, including: Common Formative
Assessments 2.0 (2015), "Unwrapping” the Common Core (2014), Prioritizing the Common Core (2013),
Rigorous Curriculum Design (2010), Common Formative Assessments (2006), “Unwrapping” the Standards
(2003), Power Standards (2003), Five Easy Steps to a Balanced Math Program (2000 and 2006), Student
Generated Rubrics (1998), and Getting Started with Rigorous Curriculum Design (2013).

Larry served as the Executive Director of Professional Development at The Leadership and Learning Center
in Englewood, Colorado, from 1999-2013.  He traveled nationally and internationally to assist school
systems in implementing best practices related to standards, assessment, curriculum, and instruction across
all grades and content areas. Throughout his career as a professional developer, Larry has delivered keynote
addresses and breakout sessions across North America and in Latin America and regularly worked on site in
school systems to assist leaders and educators in understanding and implementing powerful standards-based
practices: prioritizing and “unwrapping” state standards and Common Core standards, developing common
formative assessments, designing authentic performance tasks, and creating rigorous curricular units of study
in all content areas, pre-kindergarten through grade 12.

Drawing upon 24 years of experience as an upper elementary and middle school classroom teacher in
demographically diverse schools, Larry brings a varied background and wide range of professional
experiences to each of his presentations.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kurtis Henry:

The reserve untitled Common Formative Assessments 2.0: How Teacher Teams Intentionally Align
Standards, Instruction, and Assessment is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when
write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly
get the e-book of Common Formative Assessments 2.0: How Teacher Teams Intentionally Align Standards,
Instruction, and Assessment from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Daniel Rhoads:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be Common Formative Assessments 2.0: How Teacher Teams Intentionally
Align Standards, Instruction, and Assessment why because the amazing cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.



Carmen Pinto:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book Common Formative Assessments 2.0: How Teacher Teams Intentionally Align
Standards, Instruction, and Assessment was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era
like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Sean Ward:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. On
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for
the Common Formative Assessments 2.0: How Teacher Teams Intentionally Align Standards, Instruction,
and Assessment when you required it?
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