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What induces groups to commit political suicide? This book explores the
decisions to surrender power and to legitimate this surrender: collective
abdications. Commonsensical explanations impute such actions to coercive
pressures, actors’ miscalculations, or their contamination by ideologies at odds
with group interests. Ivan Ermakoff argues that these explanations are either
incomplete or misleading. Focusing on two paradigmatic cases of voluntary and
unconditional surrender of power—the passing of an enabling bill granting Hitler
the right to amend the Weimar constitution without parliamentary supervision
(March 1933), and the transfer of full executive, legislative, and constitutional
powers to Marshal Pétain (Vichy, France, July 1940)—Ruling Oneself Out
recasts abdication as the outcome of a process of collective alignment.

Ermakoff distinguishes several mechanisms of alignment in troubled and
uncertain times and assesses their significance through a fine-grained
examination of actors’ beliefs, shifts in perceptions, and subjective states. To this
end, he draws on the analytical and methodological resources of perspectives that
usually stand apart: primary historical research, formal decision theory, the
phenomenology of group processes, quantitative analyses, and the hermeneutics
of testimonies. In elaborating this dialogue across disciplinary boundaries, Ruling
Oneself Out restores the complexity and indeterminate character of pivotal
collective decisions and demonstrates that an in-depth historical exploration can
lay bare processes of crucial importance for understanding the formation of
political preferences, the paradox of self-deception, and the makeup of historical
events as highly consequential.
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significance through a fine-grained examination of actors’ beliefs, shifts in perceptions, and subjective states.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Ruling Oneself Out presents a compelling theory of why solitary legislative dissent. . . is rare, particularly in
highly charged political contexts. . . . [S]cholars. . . should be reading and referring to this book for a long
time to come. It should also find its way onto the shelves of social scientists interested in formal modeling,
democratic breakdown, and/or exemplary methodology in historical research.” - Malcolm Fairbrother,
Contemporary Sociology

“Ruling Oneself Out is an extremely impressive scholarly achievement at multiple levels. It offers a model of
how to identify and pose an important research question; that is, a question worth asking and answering not
only because it is intrinsically interesting but also because it is theoretically puzzling and at the same time of
great practice significance. Ruling Oneself Out is all this and more.” - Howard Kimeldorf, Social Science
History

“Ruling Oneself Out is a tour de force, a compelling contribution to our understanding of two of the most
troubling moments of the past century and the more general phenomenon of democratic representation and
its retention.”—David D. Laitin, Stanford University

“Ruling Oneself Out reads like a novel: we hear the voices of the protagonists, enter their minds, and emerge
with an understanding of a fascinating theoretical puzzle. Drawing on richly documented primary sources,
employing state-of-the-art analytical tools, and carefully staking theoretical claims, Ivan Ermakoff makes
intelligible events that shook world history. A remarkable achievement.”—Adam Przeworski, New York
University

“In this innovative book, Ivan Ermakoff combines game theory with detailed archival research to provide a
brilliant and surprising interpretation of a long-standing historical puzzle. Ruling Oneself Out opens new
vistas for the sociological study of historical events.”—William H. Sewell Jr., University of Chicago
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great practice significance. Ruling Oneself Out is all this and more.”
(Howard Kimeldorf Social Science History)

“Ruling Oneself Out presents a compelling theory of why solitary legislative dissent. . . is rare, particularly in
highly charged political contexts. . . . [S]cholars. . . should be reading and referring to this book for a long
time to come. It should also find its way onto the shelves of social scientists interested in formal modeling,
democratic breakdown, and/or exemplary methodology in historical research.”
(Malcolm Fairbrother Contemporary Sociology)



From the Publisher
"In this innovative book, Ivan Ermakoff combines game theory with detailed archival research to provide a
brilliant and surprising interpretation of a long-standing historical puzzle. Ruling Oneself Out opens new
vistas for the sociological study of historical events."--William H. Sewell Jr., University of Chicago

"Ruling Oneself Out reads like a novel: we hear the voices of the protagonists, enter their minds, and emerge
with an understanding of a fascinating theoretical puzzle. Drawing on richly documented primary sources,
employing state-of-the-art analytical tools, and carefully staking theoretical claims, Ivan Ermakoff makes
intelligible events that shook world history. A remarkable achievement."--Adam Przeworski, New York
University

"Ruling Oneself Out is a tour de force, a compelling contribution to our understanding of two of the most
troubling moments of the past century and the more general phenomenon of democratic representation and
its retention."--David D. Laitin, Stanford University

From the Back Cover
""Ruling Oneself Out" is a tour de force, a compelling contribution to our understanding of two of the most
troubling moments of the past century and the more general phenomenon of democratic representation and
its retention."--David D. Laitin, Stanford University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alan Dougherty:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective Abdications (Politics, History,
and Culture). Try to face the book Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective Abdications (Politics,
History, and Culture) as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience
and also knowledge with this book.

Jacqueline McArdle:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective Abdications (Politics, History, and
Culture) will give you new experience in studying a book.



Archie Beard:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective
Abdications (Politics, History, and Culture) can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not
a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Alberto Redden:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective
Abdications (Politics, History, and Culture) can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this
one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? Let's have Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective Abdications (Politics, History, and Culture).
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