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The secrets of Queen Victoria's sixth child, Princess Louise, may be destined to
remain hidden forever. What was so dangerous about this artistic, tempestuous
royal that her life has been documented more by rumor and gossip than hard
facts? When Lucinda Hawksley started to investigate, often thwarted by
inexplicable secrecy, she discovered a fascinating woman, modern before her
time, whose story has been shielded for years from public view.

Louise was a sculptor and painter, friend to the Pre-Raphaelites and a keen
member of the Aesthetic movement. The most feisty of the Victorian princesses,
she kicked against her mother's controlling nature and remained fiercely loyal to
her brothers-especially the sickly Leopold and the much-maligned Bertie. She
sought out other unconventional women, including Josephine Butler and George
Eliot, and campaigned for education and health reform and for the rights of
women. She battled with her indomitable mother for permission to practice the
"masculine" art of sculpture and go to art college-and in doing so became the first
British princess to attend a public school.

The rumors of Louise's colorful love life persist even today, with hints of love
affairs dating as far back as her teenage years, and notable scandals included
entanglements with her sculpting tutor Joseph Edgar Boehm and possibly even
her sister Princess Beatrice's handsome husband, Liko. True to rebellious form,
she refused all royal suitors and became the first member of the royal family,
since the sixteenth century, to marry a commoner. She moved with him to
Canada when he was appointed Governor-General.

Spirited and lively, Queen Victoria's Mysterious Daughter is richly packed with
arguments, intrigues, scandals, and secrets, and is a vivid portrait of a princess
desperate to escape her inheritance.
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The secrets of Queen Victoria's sixth child, Princess Louise, may be destined to remain hidden forever. What
was so dangerous about this artistic, tempestuous royal that her life has been documented more by rumor and
gossip than hard facts? When Lucinda Hawksley started to investigate, often thwarted by inexplicable
secrecy, she discovered a fascinating woman, modern before her time, whose story has been shielded for
years from public view.

Louise was a sculptor and painter, friend to the Pre-Raphaelites and a keen member of the Aesthetic
movement. The most feisty of the Victorian princesses, she kicked against her mother's controlling nature
and remained fiercely loyal to her brothers-especially the sickly Leopold and the much-maligned Bertie. She
sought out other unconventional women, including Josephine Butler and George Eliot, and campaigned for
education and health reform and for the rights of women. She battled with her indomitable mother for
permission to practice the "masculine" art of sculpture and go to art college-and in doing so became the first
British princess to attend a public school.

The rumors of Louise's colorful love life persist even today, with hints of love affairs dating as far back as
her teenage years, and notable scandals included entanglements with her sculpting tutor Joseph Edgar Boehm
and possibly even her sister Princess Beatrice's handsome husband, Liko. True to rebellious form, she
refused all royal suitors and became the first member of the royal family, since the sixteenth century, to
marry a commoner. She moved with him to Canada when he was appointed Governor-General.

Spirited and lively, Queen Victoria's Mysterious Daughter is richly packed with arguments, intrigues,
scandals, and secrets, and is a vivid portrait of a princess desperate to escape her inheritance.
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Editorial Review

Review

“[I]lluminating Hawksley conveys Louise's story fully and clearly, but just as importantly, she shows the
devastating damage Queen Victoria inflicted on her extensive family” ?Kirkus

“[A] sympathetic portrait of Queen Victoria’s 'unconventional' daughter… Hawksley shows that Louise was
“ahead of her time” in supporting women’s rights and was “one of the most intriguing of Victorian women”
?Publishers Weekly

“Strong in its presentations of its subject’s personality and social circles” ?Library Journal

"Hawksley gives a lucid description of Princess Louise's life as well as a rare glimpse into the backstage
workings of the Victorian Era, particularly as it applies to the early 20th century. The book is a very
entertaining read and is bound to intrigue those with an appetite for Royalty and Royal gossip." ?Rochelle
Christopher, Executive Director Victorian Vanities, Inc.

“It's these whispers that make Lucinda Hawksley's new biography such an intriguing prospect.... Satisfyingly
replete with eye-popping stories of life at the various palaces.... [I was] caught up with this improbable
princess, a beautiful, charming woman.” ?The Observer

“Lively, engaging and buoyantly enthusiastic, Hawksley's gallant but necessarily speculative book should
encourage the royal archivists to stop being so protective.” ?The Sunday Times

About the Author
LUCINDA HAWKSLEY is a writer and lecturer on art history and nineteenth-century history. She has
written biographies of the pre-Raphaelite muse Lizzie Siddal, Charles Dickens, and Katey, one of Dickens'
children. She is the great, great, great granddaughter of Charles and Catherine Dickens and is a patron of the
Charles Dickens Museum in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janet Smith:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Queen Victoria's Mysterious Daughter: A Biography
of Princess Louise book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just
a book.



John Malcolm:

The reason? Because this Queen Victoria's Mysterious Daughter: A Biography of Princess Louise is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Joseph Mattos:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Queen Victoria's Mysterious Daughter: A
Biography of Princess Louise book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Queen Victoria's
Mysterious Daughter: A Biography of Princess Louise as good book not simply by the cover but also by the
content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.

Kimberly Duda:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Queen Victoria's Mysterious
Daughter: A Biography of Princess Louise.
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