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Marking the Land investigates how hunter-gatherers use physical landscape
markers and environmental management to impose meaning on the spaces they
occupy. The land is full of meaning for hunter-gatherers. Much of that meaning
is inherent in natural phenomena, but some of it comes from modifications to the
landscape that hunter-gatherers themselves make. Such alterations may be
intentional or unintentional, temporary or permanent, and they can carry multiple
layers of meaning, ranging from practical signs that provide guidance and
information through to less direct indications of identity or abstract, highly
symbolic signs of sacred or ceremonial significance. This volume investigates the
conditions which determine the investment of time and effort in physical
landscape marking by hunter-gatherers, and the factors which determine the
extent to which these modifications are symbolically charged. Considering
hunter-gatherer groups of varying sociocultural complexity and scale, Marking
the Land provides a systematic consideration of this neglected aspect of hunter-
gatherer adaptation and the varied environments within which they live.
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Marking the Land investigates how hunter-gatherers use physical landscape markers and environmental
management to impose meaning on the spaces they occupy. The land is full of meaning for hunter-gatherers.
Much of that meaning is inherent in natural phenomena, but some of it comes from modifications to the
landscape that hunter-gatherers themselves make. Such alterations may be intentional or unintentional,
temporary or permanent, and they can carry multiple layers of meaning, ranging from practical signs that
provide guidance and information through to less direct indications of identity or abstract, highly symbolic
signs of sacred or ceremonial significance. This volume investigates the conditions which determine the
investment of time and effort in physical landscape marking by hunter-gatherers, and the factors which
determine the extent to which these modifications are symbolically charged. Considering hunter-gatherer
groups of varying sociocultural complexity and scale, Marking the Land provides a systematic consideration
of this neglected aspect of hunter-gatherer adaptation and the varied environments within which they live.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘This indispensable theoretical and empirical companion to editors Brian Codding and Karen Kramer's Why
Forage? (CH, Jan'17, 54-2326) focuses on understanding the multidimensional bases for hunter-gatherer
perceptions and constructions of environmental value and meaning. Thirteen essays are appropriately divided
among specialists in archaeology, ethnography/ethnology, ethnoarchaeology, and anthropological linguistics.
They convincingly demonstrate that the creation, marking, and maintenance of sacred places help to "embed
patterns of behavior and behavioral responses that articulate with environmental variability [both spatial and
temporal] in an adaptive way." Excellent addition to the archaeological and ethnographic literature on
hunting-gathering societies. Summing Up: Essential. Upper-division undergraduates and above.’ - B.
Tavakolian, Denison University, in CHOICE

About the Author

William Lovis, Professor, Department of Anthropology and Curator of Anthropology, MSU Museum,
Michigan State University

Robert Whallon, Professor, Department of Anthropology and Curator of Mediterranean Prehistory, Museum
of Anthropological Archaeology, University of Michigan

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carissa Ware:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this Marking the Land: Hunter-Gatherer Creation of Meaning
in their Environment (Routledge Studies in Archaeology).

Mary Rohan:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Marking the Land: Hunter-Gatherer Creation of Meaning in their Environment
(Routledge Studies in Archaeology) book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find
the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge
that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Marking the Land: Hunter-Gatherer Creation of Meaning in



their Environment (Routledge Studies in Archaeology) content conveys the thought easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of
it. So , do you still thinking Marking the Land: Hunter-Gatherer Creation of Meaning in their Environment
(Routledge Studies in Archaeology) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Holly Murphy:

The actual book Marking the Land: Hunter-Gatherer Creation of Meaning in their Environment (Routledge
Studies in Archaeology) will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The
book Marking the Land: Hunter-Gatherer Creation of Meaning in their Environment (Routledge Studies in
Archaeology) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can easier to read the book.

Gail Beattie:

Exactly why? Because this Marking the Land: Hunter-Gatherer Creation of Meaning in their Environment
(Routledge Studies in Archaeology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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