
Kirby: King of Comics

By Mark Evanier

Kirby: King of Comics By Mark Evanier

Jack Kirby created or co-created some of comic books’ most popular characters
including Captain America, The X-Men, The Hulk, The Fantastic Four, The
Mighty Thor, Darkseid, and The New Gods. More significantly, he created much
of the visual language for fantasy and adventure comics. There were comics
before Kirby, but for the most part their page layout, graphics, and visual
dynamic aped what was being done in syndicated newspaper strips. Almost
everything that was different about comic books began in the forties on the
drawing table of Jack Kirby. This is his story by one who knew him well—the
authorized celebration of the one and only “King of Comics” and his
groundbreaking work.

“I don’t think it’s any accident that . . . the entire Marvel universe and the entire
DC universe are all pinned or rooted on Kirby’s concepts.” —Michael Chabon
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Jack Kirby created or co-created some of comic books’ most popular characters including Captain America,
The X-Men, The Hulk, The Fantastic Four, The Mighty Thor, Darkseid, and The New Gods. More
significantly, he created much of the visual language for fantasy and adventure comics. There were comics
before Kirby, but for the most part their page layout, graphics, and visual dynamic aped what was being done
in syndicated newspaper strips. Almost everything that was different about comic books began in the forties
on the drawing table of Jack Kirby. This is his story by one who knew him well—the authorized celebration
of the one and only “King of Comics” and his groundbreaking work.

“I don’t think it’s any accident that . . . the entire Marvel universe and the entire DC universe are all pinned
or rooted on Kirby’s concepts.” —Michael Chabon
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
As a teenager, future television and comics writer Evanier became an assistant to Jack Kirby, one of the
foremost artists in the history of American comics. Kirby played a major role in shaping the superhero genre,
not only through his innovative, dynamic artwork but through collaborating with Stan Lee to create classic
Marvel characters like the Fantastic Four, the Hulk and the X-Men. Evanier has now written this
magnificently illustrated biography of his mentor. Rather than employing the academic prose that one might
expect from an art book, Evanier, a talented raconteur, tells Kirby's life story in an informal, entertaining
manner. Although Evanier does not delve into psychological analysis, he brings Kirby's personality vividly
alive: a child of the Great Depression, a creative visionary who struggled most of his life to support his
family. The book recounts how Kirby was insufficiently appreciated by clueless corporate executives and
close-minded comics professionals. But the stunning artwork in this book, taken from private collections,
makes the case for Kirby's genius. A landmark work, this is essential reading for comics fans and those who
want to better understand the history of the comics medium—or those who just want to enjoy Kirby's
incredible artwork. (Mar.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author

Mark Evanier met Jack Kirby in 1969, worked as his assistant, and later became his official biographer. A
writer and historian, Evanier has written more than 500 comics for Gold Key, DC Comics, and Marvel
Comics, several hundred hours of television (including Garfield) and is the author of several books including
Mad Art (2002). He has three Emmy Award nominations, and received the Lifetime Achievement Award for
animation from the Writers Guild of America.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Rodriguez:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them
is this Kirby: King of Comics.



Manuel Thomas:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing
you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the
publication untitled Kirby: King of Comics can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to
you.

Adam Allen:

This Kirby: King of Comics is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for
you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info
accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Kirby: King of Comics in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Elizabeth Black:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Kirby: King of Comics. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware
about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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