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Abandon dead, dry, rule-keeping and embrace the promise of being truly
known and deeply loved. 

Jefferson Bethke burst into the cultural conversation in 2012 with a passionate,
provocative poem titled “Why I Hate Religion, But Love Jesus.” The 4-minute
video literally became an overnight sensation, with 7 million YouTube views in
its first 48 hours (and 23+ million in a year). The message blew up on social-
media, triggering an avalanche of responses running the gamut from encouraged
to enraged.

In Jesus > Religion, Bethke unpacks similar contrasts that he drew in the
poem—highlighting the difference between teeth gritting and grace, law and
love, performance and peace, despair and hope. With refreshing candor he delves
into the motivation behind his message, beginning with the unvarnished tale of
his own plunge from the pinnacle of a works-based, fake-smile existence that
sapped his strength and led him down a path of destructive behavior.

Bethke is quick to acknowledge that he’s not a pastor or theologian, but simply a
regular, twenty-something who cried out for a life greater than the one for which
he had settled. Along his journey, Bethke discovered the real Jesus, who
beckoned him beyond the props of false religion.
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Abandon dead, dry, rule-keeping and embrace the promise of being truly known and deeply loved. 

Jefferson Bethke burst into the cultural conversation in 2012 with a passionate, provocative poem titled
“Why I Hate Religion, But Love Jesus.” The 4-minute video literally became an overnight sensation, with 7
million YouTube views in its first 48 hours (and 23+ million in a year). The message blew up on social-
media, triggering an avalanche of responses running the gamut from encouraged to enraged.

In Jesus > Religion, Bethke unpacks similar contrasts that he drew in the poem—highlighting the difference
between teeth gritting and grace, law and love, performance and peace, despair and hope. With refreshing
candor he delves into the motivation behind his message, beginning with the unvarnished tale of his own
plunge from the pinnacle of a works-based, fake-smile existence that sapped his strength and led him down a
path of destructive behavior.

Bethke is quick to acknowledge that he’s not a pastor or theologian, but simply a regular, twenty-something
who cried out for a life greater than the one for which he had settled. Along his journey, Bethke discovered
the real Jesus, who beckoned him beyond the props of false religion.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jefferson Bethke is the New York Times bestselling author of Jesus > Religion and It’s Not What You Think.
He and his wife Alyssa host the highly successful online challenge 31 Creative Ways to Love and Encourage
Him & Her, make YouTube videos watched by hundreds of thousands of viewers each month, and host a
podcast about relationships and faith that can be found on iTunes. They live in Maui with their daughter,
Kinsley, and son, Kannon. Visit: http://jeffandalyssa.com

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rodney Hussey:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Jesus > Religion: Why He
Is So Much Better Than Trying Harder, Doing More, and Being Good Enough. All type of book could you
see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Rebecca Esquivel:

The book untitled Jesus > Religion: Why He Is So Much Better Than Trying Harder, Doing More, and Being
Good Enough contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item.
The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You
can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Kelly Brooks:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Jesus > Religion: Why He Is So Much
Better Than Trying Harder, Doing More, and Being Good Enough was vibrant and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Jesus > Religion: Why He Is So Much Better Than Trying Harder, Doing
More, and Being Good Enough has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for



you personally and try to like reading that will.

Michael Patterson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Jesus > Religion: Why He Is So Much
Better Than Trying Harder, Doing More, and Being Good Enough.
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