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Award-winning journalist Ruth Gruber’s powerful account of a top-secret
mission to rescue one thousand European refugees in the midst of World
War II

In 1943, nearly one thousand European Jewish refugees from eighteen different
countries were chosen by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s administration
to receive asylum in the United States. All they had to do was get there.
 
Ruth Gruber, with the support of Secretary of the Interior Harold Ickes,
volunteered to escort them on their secret route across the Atlantic from a port in
Italy to a “safe haven” camp in Oswego, New York. The dangerous endeavor
carried the threat of Nazi capture with each passing day.
 
While on the ship, Gruber recorded the refugees’ emotional stories and recounts
them here in vivid detail, along with the aftermath of their arrival in the US,
which involved a fight for their right to stay after the war ended.
 
The result is a poignant and engrossing true story of suffering under Nazi
persecution and incredible courage in the face of overwhelming circumstances.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Before and after World War II, Gruber was a journalist, chronicling, among other stories, the establishment
and development of Israel. During the war, however, she worked for New Dealer Harold Ickes. When, in
1943, FDR decided to admit 1,000 war refugees to the U.S., Gruber volunteered, with Ickes' support, to
accompany the group from Europe to their camp in Oswego, New York. Gruber's tale of that journey and its
aftermath has long been out of print; this revised and enlarged edition coincides with a CBS miniseries on
the subject to be broadcast in May_ 2000. Haven is a remarkable story, following a vivid cast of characters
from their dangerous sea journey to Fort Ontario in upstate New York to the battle in Congress to allow these
refugees to remain in the U.S. once the war was over. Gruber's involving story may offer evidence that
literary skill is inherited: its introduction is provided by Gruber's niece, Dava Sobel, author of Longitude
(1995) and, most recently, Galileo's Daughter. Mary Carroll
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“A visceral jolt.” —The New York Times
“Everyone concerned about courage in a grievous time will want to read Haven . . . An enduring and
inspiring gift.” —Blanche Wiesen Cook, author of Eleanor Roosevelt

From the Inside Flap
Basis for the CBS Mini-series Starring Natasha Richardson.

"The words leaped at me from The Washington Post. 'I have decided,' President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
announced, 'that approximately 1,000 refugees should be immediately brought from Italy to this country.'
One thousand refugees....For years, refugees knocking on the doors of American consulates abroad had been
told, 'You cannot enter America. The quotas are filled.' And, while the quotas remained untouchable ...
millions died."

With this mixture of desperation and hope, Ruth Gruber begins Haven, the inspiring story of one thousand
Jewish and Christian refugees brought to sanctuary in America in 1944. As special assistant to Secretary of
the Interior Harold L. Ickes, Gruber was selected to carry out this top-secret mission despite the objections of
military brass who doubted the thirty-three-year-old woman's qualifications. When Gruber met the gaunt
survivors, they told her about hiding in sewers and forests, of risking their lives to save others. As she wrote
down their stories, tears often wiped out the words in her notebook.

Gruber became the refugees' guardian angel during the dangerous crossing of the U-boat-haunted Atlantic,
and during their eighteen-month internment at a former army camp in Oswego, New York. Lobbying
Congress at the end of the war, she also helped the refugees become American citizens. This edition
concludes with a new chapter featuring Gruber's look back on her many decades as a crusading journalist,
and a special Appendix from the 1946 Congressional Record listing the names of all the camp's residents.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Brinkman:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important for us. The book Haven: The Dramatic Story of 1,000
World War II Refugees and How They Came to America was making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book
Haven: The Dramatic Story of 1,000 World War II Refugees and How They Came to America is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You
can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the
book Haven: The Dramatic Story of 1,000 World War II Refugees and How They Came to America. You
never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Billy Reynolds:

The book Haven: The Dramatic Story of 1,000 World War II Refugees and How They Came to America has
a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Chi Reyes:

This Haven: The Dramatic Story of 1,000 World War II Refugees and How They Came to America is
completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
little digest in reading this Haven: The Dramatic Story of 1,000 World War II Refugees and How They Came
to America can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get
by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Stacey Greene:

You can obtain this Haven: The Dramatic Story of 1,000 World War II Refugees and How They Came to
America by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking
from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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