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Though many legal theorists are familiar with Jürgen Habermas's work
addressing core legal concerns, they are not necessarily familiar with his earlier
writings in philosophy and social theory. Because Habermas's later work on law
invokes, without significant explanation, the whole battery of concepts developed
in earlier phases of his career, even otherwise sympathetically inclined legal
theorists face significant obstacles in evaluating his insights. A similar difficulty
faces those outside the legal academy who are familiar with Habermas's earlier
work. While they readily comprehend Habermas's basic social-theoretical
concepts, without special legal training they have difficulty reliably assessing his
recent engagement with contemporary legal thought. This new work bridges the
gap between legal experts and those without special legal training, critically
assessing the attempt of an unquestionably preeminent philosopher and social
theorist to engage the world of law.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A must read for all those interested in an exposition of Jürgen Habermas's fundamental contribution to legal
scholarship." (David M. Rasmussen)

"Baxter's study offers the first extended discussion of the development of Habermas's views on law and
society?a development not without its own tensions and difficulties?from The Theory of Communicative
Action to Between Facts and Norms. It also highlights the underacknowledged influence of Niklas Luhmann,
the other great contemporary German legal and social theorist, on Habermas's views as a whole. An
informed and important contribution to our understanding of Habermas's political, legal, and social theory."
(Kenneth Baynes Syracuse University)

"A clear, well-judged, and cool assessment of Jürgen Habermas and his debates with Niklas Luhmann, two
giants of twentieth-century social theory." (Tim Murphy The London School of Economics and Political
Science)

"The great merit of Hugh Baxter's book is not just that it assesses Habermas's legal philosophy against the
background of his more general social theory but that it provides a sophisticated assessment of both aspects
of Habermas's program. This is not just a good book on Habermas's theory of law but also contains the best
discussion of Habermas's theory of system and lifeworld that I have encountered." (Joseph Heath University
of Toronto Law Journal)

"Baxter's own predilection is to reconfigure Habermas's project as a more porous version of Niklas
Luhmann's autopoietic systems theory. With attention to Talcott Parsons, Frank Michelman, Ronald
Dworkin, John Rawls, and particularly Luhmann, Baxter contributes an immanent and comparative critique
of Habermas." (G. D. Miller)

About the Author
Hugh Baxter is Professor of Law and Philosophy at Boston University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ila Robinette:

The book untitled Habermas: The Discourse Theory of Law and Democracy (Jurists: Profiles in Legal
Theory) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can easily
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.



Juan Farley:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you is
Habermas: The Discourse Theory of Law and Democracy (Jurists: Profiles in Legal Theory) this e-book
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why
is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Wanda Davis:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Habermas: The Discourse Theory of Law and Democracy (Jurists: Profiles in Legal Theory) can
make you truly feel more interested to read.

Jessie Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims
Habermas: The Discourse Theory of Law and Democracy (Jurists: Profiles in Legal Theory).
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