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Editorial Review

Review

"Amita Gupta explores the cultural philosophies that underwrite Indian educational theory, drawing attention
to the relationship between Indian thought and Western theories of early childhood education. Gupta's richly
descriptive and sophisticated book contextualizes Indian educational pedagogy within its broader cultural
and historical context, and in doing so, she provides illuminating and useful insights that are relevant to all
concerned with global education." - James Davison Hunter, LaBrosse-Levinson Distinguished Professor of
Religion, Culture, and Social Theory, and Executive Director, Institute for Advanced Studies in Culture,
University of Virginia, USA

"Amita Gupta has given us an extraordinary book. She shows vividly how we in the West can learn, not only
from our own traditions of developmental theory, but from the teaching practices of many in India. This
study displays the extent to which the colonial tradition, in which the subordinated peoples of Asia, Latin
America, and Africa draw from the fruits of so-called Western Civilization, can be reversed. The
postcolonial world may be on the brink of civilizing us and Gupta shows how it might happen in one of the
most vital sectors of education, early childhood. She demonstrates that traditional practices are not
necessarily conservative, and in this very important instance, are surely progressive, if by that term we mean
that children's needs come first and that teaching is, first of all, a way to validate how children teach
themselves." - Stanley Aronowitz, Distinguished Professor of Sociology, City University of New York
Graduate Center, USA

"Amita Gupta gives an instructive outlook on the pedagogies that are nowadays used in Indian middle-class
homes and in private schools . . . She succeeds in describing and analyzing from a Vygotskian perspective
how the Indian early childhood educators concerned are trying to prepare their students for citizenship in the
twenty-first century." - Jacques Carpay, Professor Emeritus, Educational Studies, Free University
Amsterdam

"Amita Gupta's book looks at the teaching practices of early childhood practitioners in urban India and
positions them within a socio-cultural, postcolonial context. She reminds us, as Gandhi observed, that what
counts in the West as marginalized is in fact dominant in the non-West. In the age of globalization, this book
provides a different mirror in which early childhood practitioners can reflect upon their work." - Susan
Semel, Professor, The City College of New York and The Graduate Center, The City University of New
York, USA

"This book is unique in drawing connections between education and an Eastern worldview, using the early
education of children in India as a touchstone. In this edition the author enhances her use of the framework in
this book as a lens for examining education and planning research, gives us deeper insight into her research
methodology, and updates the changes she sees in the global conception of early childhood education. It is a
very important contribution to our work in the United States in early childhood education. We need to be
able to look across cultures to find best practices in this field that unlock futures for children, and Amita
Gupta's book provides the vehicle for doing just that." - Nicholas Michelli, Presidential Professor, PhD
Program in Urban Education, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York, USA

"Both accessible and thought-provoking, this work has provided an opportunity for my graduate students to



reflect and reconsider taken-for-granted principles in early childhood education curriculum and pedagogy
within the history and diverse cultural context of our local environment." - Sirene Lim, National Institute of
Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

"This is an important book for early childhood educators and academics across the globe. Based on original
empirical research and drawing on postcolonial perspectives, it offers unique insights into contemporary
policy and practice in early childhood in India, which in turn require us to reflect carefully on our own
cultural practices and assumptions. The author writes in a highly engaging and accessible way, successfully
combining theory and practice in ways which inform and challenge the reader. In the global village of early
childhood education, this is essential reading!" - Sue Rogers, Head of Early Years and Primary Education,
Institute of Education, University of London, UK

About the Author
Amita Gupta is a Fulbright Research Scholar, Associate Professor at the City College of New York, and
Doctoral Faculty for the Urban Education Program at the CUNY Graduate Center.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Debra Lovern:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Early Childhood
Education, Postcolonial Theory, and Teaching Practices in India: Balancing Vygotsky and the Veda book
because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

John Valdez:

The book Early Childhood Education, Postcolonial Theory, and Teaching Practices in India: Balancing
Vygotsky and the Veda will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify
the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Early
Childhood Education, Postcolonial Theory, and Teaching Practices in India: Balancing Vygotsky and the
Veda is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Patsy Kuster:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Early Childhood Education,
Postcolonial Theory, and Teaching Practices in India: Balancing Vygotsky and the Veda that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can
be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be



explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Early
Childhood Education, Postcolonial Theory, and Teaching Practices in India: Balancing Vygotsky and the
Veda become your own personal starter.

Daniel Caudle:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As
we know those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. From the book Early Childhood Education, Postcolonial Theory, and Teaching Practices in India:
Balancing Vygotsky and the Veda we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being
creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be
doubt to change your life with this book Early Childhood Education, Postcolonial Theory, and Teaching
Practices in India: Balancing Vygotsky and the Veda. You can more desirable than now.
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