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Of even greater importance for Hungary's future were the activities of the
champions of an independent state of Czechs and Slovaks. Tomáš Masaryk, a
Czech professor of philosophy and a future leader of his people, was hard at
work within a month of the outbreak of war lobbying in Paris and London for an
independent Bohemia, still a major component of the Austrian Empire within the
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, which would incorporate the predominantly Slovak
regions of northern Hungary. Masaryk, who was assisted in his efforts by Eduard
Beneš, a bitter enemy of the Habsburgs. Thus the new state was effectively
shaped before the Paris Peace Conference. But the Conference laid down the
seeds of Czechoslovakia's later destruction. Only nine million Czechoslovaks
lived in the state out of a population of fourteen million. A large discontented
Hungarian minority lived in Slovakia, and the Polish majority area of Teschen
poisoned Czech-Polish relations. Yet the greatest challenge came from the rise of
the Nazis in Germany in 1930s: Masaryk always claimed that he did not want
three and half million ethnic Germans, but he and Beneš accepted them
nonetheless. Masaryk died in 1937, and Britain and France would not support the
Czechs over the Sudetenland, the infamous deal struck in Munich by Neville
Chamberlain and Adolf Hitler.
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Of even greater importance for Hungary's future were the activities of the champions of an independent state
of Czechs and Slovaks. Tomáš Masaryk, a Czech professor of philosophy and a future leader of his people,
was hard at work within a month of the outbreak of war lobbying in Paris and London for an independent
Bohemia, still a major component of the Austrian Empire within the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, which
would incorporate the predominantly Slovak regions of northern Hungary. Masaryk, who was assisted in his
efforts by Eduard Beneš, a bitter enemy of the Habsburgs. Thus the new state was effectively shaped before
the Paris Peace Conference. But the Conference laid down the seeds of Czechoslovakia's later destruction.
Only nine million Czechoslovaks lived in the state out of a population of fourteen million. A large
discontented Hungarian minority lived in Slovakia, and the Polish majority area of Teschen poisoned Czech-
Polish relations. Yet the greatest challenge came from the rise of the Nazis in Germany in 1930s: Masaryk
always claimed that he did not want three and half million ethnic Germans, but he and Beneš accepted them
nonetheless. Masaryk died in 1937, and Britain and France would not support the Czechs over the
Sudetenland, the infamous deal struck in Munich by Neville Chamberlain and Adolf Hitler.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Dr Peter Neville is a Research Fellow at Kingston University. He was previously Senior Lecturer in 20th-
century European history and war studies at Wolverhampton University, and Tutor in history and
international studies at Birkbeck College. His publications include Hitler and Appeasement: The British
Attempts to Prevent Second World War (2006), Appeasing Hitler: The Diplomacy of Sir Neville Henderson
1937-9 (2000), studies of Churchill and Mussolini, and Russia: A Complete History (2003).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Gonzalez:

This Benes & Masaryk: Czechoslovakia (Makers of the Modern World) book is just not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This Benes & Masaryk: Czechoslovakia (Makers of the Modern
World) without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
end up being worry Benes & Masaryk: Czechoslovakia (Makers of the Modern World) can bring once you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even cellphone. This Benes & Masaryk: Czechoslovakia (Makers of the Modern World) having
very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Robert Marques:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Benes & Masaryk: Czechoslovakia (Makers of the Modern World), you could tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

James Holmes:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you



will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the
guide untitled Benes & Masaryk: Czechoslovakia (Makers of the Modern World) can be very good book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Bernice Cofield:

The book untitled Benes & Masaryk: Czechoslovakia (Makers of the Modern World) contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice go through.
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