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This comprehensive, introductory textbook is unique in exploring the emergence
of the Hebrew Bible in the broader context of world history. It particularly
focuses on the influence of pre-Roman empires, empowering students with a
richer understanding of Old Testament historiography.

Provides a historical context for students learning about the development and●

changing interpretations of biblical texts
Examines how these early stories were variously shaped by interaction with the●

Mesopotamian and Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, and Hellenistic
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Incorporates recent research on the formation of the Pentateuch●

Reveals how key biblical texts came to be interpreted by Jewish, Christian, and●

Muslim faiths
Includes numerous student-friendly features, such as study questions, review●
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Editorial Review

Review
"Meanwhile, this is a worthwhile and encouraging introduction: inevitably technical, it is sufficiently helpful
in its layout and presentation for a student to use it on her own, without reference to a course tutor." (New
Directions, 1 March 2011)

"Carr's book is an excellent introduction to what mainstream (non-evangelical) scholars have come to believe
about ancient Israel's literary history." (International Review of Biblical Studies, 2010)

"I recommend this book to advanced students who already have a good grasp of the text of the Bible in their
own mother tongue translations; they will be able to apreciate the nuanced meanings and implications of this
book better; they will be challenged to think through the details that are presented here; on the whole they
will be thankful for their leaning experience." (Theological Book Review, 2010)

Review
"An innovative approach to the Hebrew Bible. Instead of surveying the Bible book-by-book beginning with
Genesis, this work introduces readers to the major works of the Bible by timeframe. With this approach, it is
easier for readers to see both how biblical works are products of their times and how they respond to their
times - and to some degree, to one another ... A very readable introduction and a model of judicious
synthesis."
—Mark S. Smith, New York University

"Carr’s volume provides a very readable and informative introduction to the study of the Hebrew Bible for
beginning theological students. He combines a very useful analysis of the historical and social contexts in
which the texts of the Bible were written together with an insightful account of the contexts in which they
have been read in both Judaism and Christianity."
—Marvin A. Sweeney, Claremont Graduate University

From the Back Cover
Offering readers a balanced and informative guide to the forces that shaped the Old Testament and methods
for study of it, this comprehensive text explores the emergence of the Hebrew Bible in the broader context of
world history. It particularly focuses on the way the Hebrew Bible was shaped by its interaction with ancient
empires, empowering students with a richer understanding of the Old Testament.

In charting the development and impact of the work that forms the core of Judeo-Christian belief, the author
examines how these early stories were variously shaped by contact with the Mesopotamian and Egyptian,
Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, and Hellenistic empires. He explores the historical context of the varied
readings of the Old Testament, revealing how the Bible came to be interpreted by Jewish, Christian, and
Muslim faiths.

This introductory text engages students by placing the development and reception of biblical texts in their
historical context – enabling them to explore the formation of the Hebrew Bible and also its subsequent
interpretation. Numerous reader-friendly features are incorporated throughout, including study questions,



review sections, bibliographies, timelines, and illustrations and photos.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Reed:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible An
Introduction to the Old Testament: Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts of the Hebrew Bible? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book,
you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Edda Allen:

The e-book untitled An Introduction to the Old Testament: Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts of the
Hebrew Bible is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content
that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of An Introduction to the Old
Testament: Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts of the Hebrew Bible from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.

Maxine Ford:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled An Introduction to the Old Testament: Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts of the Hebrew Bible your
head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The An Introduction to the Old Testament: Sacred Texts
and Imperial Contexts of the Hebrew Bible giving you yet another experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Patty Scheuerman:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore , this An Introduction to the Old Testament: Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts of the Hebrew
Bible can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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