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By many accounts, HBO’s The Wire was and remains the greatest and most
important television drama of all time. Conceived by writers David Simon and
ex-Baltimore homicide detective Ed Burns, this five-season, sixty-episode tour
de force has raised the bar for compelling, intelligent television production. With
each season addressing a different arena of life in the city of Baltimore, and each
season’s narratives tapping into those from previous seasons, The Wire was able
to reveal the overlapping, criss-crossing, and colliding realities that shape—if not
control—the people, institutions, and culture of the modern American city.

The Wire and Philosophy celebrates this show’s realism as well as its intellectual
and philosophical clarity. Selected philosophers who are fans of The Wire tap
into these conflicts and interconnections to expose the underlying philosophical
issues and assumptions and pursue questions, such as, can cops really tell
whether they are smarter than their perps? Or do they fall victim to intellectual
vanity? Do individuals really have free will to resist the temptations—of gangs,
of drugs, or corruption—that surround them? Is David Simon a modern-day
Marx who sees capitalism leading ultimately to its own collapse, or is
Baltimore’s story uniquely its own?
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By many accounts, HBO’s The Wire was and remains the greatest and most important television drama of all
time. Conceived by writers David Simon and ex-Baltimore homicide detective Ed Burns, this five-season,
sixty-episode tour de force has raised the bar for compelling, intelligent television production. With each
season addressing a different arena of life in the city of Baltimore, and each season’s narratives tapping into
those from previous seasons, The Wire was able to reveal the overlapping, criss-crossing, and colliding
realities that shape—if not control—the people, institutions, and culture of the modern American city.

The Wire and Philosophy celebrates this show’s realism as well as its intellectual and philosophical clarity.
Selected philosophers who are fans of The Wire tap into these conflicts and interconnections to expose the
underlying philosophical issues and assumptions and pursue questions, such as, can cops really tell whether
they are smarter than their perps? Or do they fall victim to intellectual vanity? Do individuals really have
free will to resist the temptations—of gangs, of drugs, or corruption—that surround them? Is David Simon a
modern-day Marx who sees capitalism leading ultimately to its own collapse, or is Baltimore’s story
uniquely its own?
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Editorial Review

About the Author

David Bzdak is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Onondaga Community College in Syracuse, NY.

Joanna Crosby is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Morgan State University in Baltimore.

Seth Vannatta is Assistant Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies at Morgan State University in
Baltimore. He teaches philosophy of law, political philosophy, ethics, logic, and American philosophy. He is
a former varsity volleyball coach and soccer coach and has written on the philosophy of sport.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joe Hessler:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Wire and Philosophy: This America, Man
(Popular Culture and Philosophy). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long
as we know about how is important some sort of book The Wire and Philosophy: This America, Man
(Popular Culture and Philosophy). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Dedra Clark:

The publication untitled The Wire and Philosophy: This America, Man (Popular Culture and Philosophy) is
the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share
for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Wire and Philosophy: This America, Man
(Popular Culture and Philosophy) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Edward Orr:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping The Wire and Philosophy: This
America, Man (Popular Culture and Philosophy) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that



reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for
every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick The Wire and Philosophy:
This America, Man (Popular Culture and Philosophy) become your starter.

Robert Oshea:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The Wire and Philosophy: This
America, Man (Popular Culture and Philosophy) is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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