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Several encyclopedias overview the contemporary system of criminal justice in
America, but full understanding of current social problems and contemporary
strategies to deal with them can come only with clear appreciation of the
historical underpinnings of those problems. Thus, this five-volume work surveys
the history and philosophy of crime, punishment, and criminal justice institutions
in America from colonial times to the present. It covers the whole of the criminal
justice system, from crimes, law enforcement and policing, to courts, corrections
and human services. Among other things, this encyclopedia: explicates
philosophical foundations underpinning our system of justice; charts changing
patterns in criminal activity and subsequent effects on legal responses; identifies
major periods in the development of our system of criminal justice; and explores
in the first four volumes - supplemented by a fifth volume containing annotated
primary documents - evolving debates and conflicts on how best to address issues
of crime and punishment. Its signed entries in the first four volumes--
supplemented by a fifth volume containing annotated primary documents--
provide the historical context for students to better understand contemporary
criminological debates and the contemporary shape of the U.S. system of law and
justice.
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Several encyclopedias overview the contemporary system of criminal justice in America, but full
understanding of current social problems and contemporary strategies to deal with them can come only with
clear appreciation of the historical underpinnings of those problems. Thus, this five-volume work surveys the
history and philosophy of crime, punishment, and criminal justice institutions in America from colonial
times to the present. It covers the whole of the criminal justice system, from crimes, law enforcement and
policing, to courts, corrections and human services. Among other things, this encyclopedia: explicates
philosophical foundations underpinning our system of justice; charts changing patterns in criminal activity
and subsequent effects on legal responses; identifies major periods in the development of our system of
criminal justice; and explores in the first four volumes - supplemented by a fifth volume containing
annotated primary documents - evolving debates and conflicts on how best to address issues of crime and
punishment. Its signed entries in the first four volumes--supplemented by a fifth volume containing
annotated primary documents--provide the historical context for students to better understand contemporary
criminological debates and the contemporary shape of the U.S. system of law and justice.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* This unique, comprehensive work provides the reader with a wide understanding of the
many aspects of crime and punishment. The editor, a social historian at SUNY–Stony Brook, is a specialist
in U.S. criminal history. The more than 700 alphabetically arranged, signed entries in the first four volumes
are clearly written, accurate, and up-to-date. A “Reader’s Guide” in the first volume provides an entryway to
the entire work, breaking entries into thematic groups such as “Biographies”; “Courts, Corrections,
Punishments”; “Historical Cities in Crime and Punishment”; “Police and Law Enforcement”; and
“Socioeconomic, Political, and Religious Issues.” Volume 1 contains a chronology spanning from 1275 to
2012. The entries range widely, covering specific criminals and law enforcers as well as various locations,
events, cases, causes, and theories. The total work is balanced and thorough. Entries range from 2 to 10
pages and include information on cities and states, court decisions and societal events, ethnic groups, specific
periods in history, public leaders, and contemporary situations, including white-collar and environmental
crimes. A variety of statistics enhance understanding. There are see also notations throughout, and
suggestions for further readings (with full bibliographical information) are at the end of each entry. Volume
5 contains primary documents arranged by time period, with full references for further information. An
introduction to each period provides an important overview. The set concludes with a glossary; a “Resource
Guide” (books, journals, and electronic resources); and an extensive index. Currency is shown in such entries
as the number of police officers in one city in 2012 and books published on some of the topics in 2012.
Controversial subjects from both past and present receive balanced treatment. This excellent work will be
valuable for a wide range of users for assignments or general interest in public and academic libraries. --
Arthur Meyers

Review
"This excellent work will be valuable for a wide range of users for assignments or general interest in public
and academic libraries." (Arthur Meyers Booklist 2013-01-07)

This addition to the crowded field of reference literature on crime is a notable improvement over similar
titles... (CHOICE 2013-03-01)

A series of extended essays by period complemented by primary documents make this an excellent
classroom resource.

(Library Journal 2013-03-01)

About the Author
Wilbur R. (Bill) Miller received his B.A. from the University of California at Berkeley in 1966 and his Ph.D.
from Columbia University in 1973. His teaching is varied and includes such courses as Civil War &
Reconstruction, Gilded Age & Progressive Era, Immigration & Family History, and History of Crime &
Criminal Justice in the U.S. His research interests include comparative police history, state and federal
policing, representations of crime and criminal justice in popular literatures, and the general theme of
authority in America. His prior publications include Cops & Bobbies: Police Authority in New York City &
London, 1830-1870 (University of Chicago Press, 1977; second edition, Ohio State University Press, 1995)
and Revenuers & Moonshiners: Enforcing Federal Liquor Law in the Mountain South (University of North
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Carolina Press, 1991). Prior to coming to SUNY-Stony Brook in 1975, he was a lecturer and assistant
professor at Princeton University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Bufkin:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Social History of
Crime and Punishment in America: An Encyclopedia (5 Volume Set) suitable to you? The particular book
was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Social History of Crime and
Punishment in America: An Encyclopedia (5 Volume Set)is the one of several books which everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus
all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Doris Stanford:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Social History of Crime and Punishment in America: An
Encyclopedia (5 Volume Set) can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Evelyn Roberts:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Social History of
Crime and Punishment in America: An Encyclopedia (5 Volume Set) that give your satisfaction preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick The Social History of Crime and
Punishment in America: An Encyclopedia (5 Volume Set) become your current starter.

Jason Allen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you



knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Social History of
Crime and Punishment in America: An Encyclopedia (5 Volume Set).
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