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The authors devoted five decades to the study of world history and philosophy,
culminating in the masterful eleven-volume Story of Civilization. In this compact
summation of their work, Will and Ariel Durant share the vital and profound
lessons of our collective past. Their perspective, gained after a lifetime of
thinking and writing about the history of humankind, is an invaluable resource
for us today. The rare archival recordings of the Durants in conversation, made
from 1957-1977, illuminate our present condition and offer insightful guidance
for the future.

[This audio edition includes two previously unpublished essays.]
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This series of 13 essays on the themes and underlying lessons of history was originally written as part of the
authors' 11-volume The Story of Civilization (1935-75). The Durants begin by summarizing periods and
trends in history. They examine morals and draw conclusions by looking into changes in economics, politics,
military customs, and even geographic location. Russ Holcomb reads these essays in a clear, pleasant voice,
bringing life and interest to this brief overview of 5000 years of history. For general collections.
Miriam Kahn, Columbus, Ohio
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
''The Durants' masterpiece belongs in any home library and occupies a shelf in many.''
--Dana D. Kelley, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette

''Prime historical data and observations of humanity's past and its potential future . . . rich and witty
counterpoints . . . This classic, influential work is handled impressively.'' --AudioFile

About the Author
Will Durant (1885-1981) was an award-winning American writer, historian, and philosopher. He and his
wife were awarded the Pulitzer Prize for General Nonfiction in 1968 for Rousseau and Revolution, and he
was a recipient of the Presidential Medal of Freedom. Durant spent over forty years writing the critically
acclaimed eleven-volume Story of Civilization, the later volumes with the help of his wife, Ariel. He sought
to revitalize history by unifying and humanizing the great body of historical knowledge, which had become
voluminous and fragmented into esoteric subcategories. He also strove to bring philosophy to the common
man. Durant was a champion of human rights, social reform, and the brotherhood of man long before they
became well-known issues.

Ariel Durant (1898-1981) was a Russian-born American researcher and writer and the coauthor of the
eleven-volume Story of Civilization with her husband Will Durant. Ariel and Will Durant were jointly
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for General Nonfiction in 1968 and the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1977.
Ariel was named the 1977 Woman of the Year by the city of Los Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marco Roy:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a e-book. The book The Lessons of History (Will Durant Audio Library) it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not



have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Susan Jun:

The Lessons of History (Will Durant Audio Library) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Lessons of
History (Will Durant Audio Library) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Denise Zimmerman:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Lessons of History (Will Durant Audio Library)
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually The Lessons of History (Will Durant Audio Library). This book
that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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