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The long revolutionary movements that gave birth to constitutional democracies
in the Americas were founded on egalitarian constitutional ideals. They claimed
that all men were created equal and with similar capacities and also that the
community should become self-governing. Following the first constitutional
debates that took place in the region, these promising egalitarian claims, which
gave legitimacy to the revolutions, soon fell out of favor. Advocates of a
conservative order challenged both ideals and favored constitutions that
established religion and created an exclusionary political structure. Liberals
proposed constitutions that protected individual autonomy and rights but
established severe restrictions on the principle of majority rule. Radicals favored
an openly majoritarian constitutional organization that, according to many,
directly threatened the protection of individual rights. This book examines the
influence of these opposite views during the "founding period" of
constitutionalism in countries including the United States, Argentina, Colombia,
Chile, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, and Venezuela and explores their legacy to our
time.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Most notable for its broad comparative approach is Roberto Gargarella's excellent study of evolving
tensions between competing political projects in the nineteenth century and their impact on institutional
arrangements that would affect inequality in later years...he presents a provocative and nuanced
understanding of the evolution of inequality, showing that there were moments in which the institutional
arrangements underpinning inequality came under challenge or were in flux in Latin America. In this, his
book provides a welcome alternative to the widespread notion that inequality in the region is simply a
persistent legacy of colonial times" -Roberto Patricio Korzeniewicz, University of Maryland, Latin American
Research Review

About the Author
Roberto Gargarella is a Professor of Constitutional Theory and Political Philosophy at the Law School of the
Universidad de Buenos Aires and the Universidad Di Tella and a researcher for CONICET in Buenos Aires
and the Christian Michelsen Institute in Norway. He has also been a Visiting Fellow at Columbia, New York
University, and Harvard and Visiting Professor at universities in Europe, Latin America, and the United
States. He received a John Simon Guggenheim grant in 2000 and a Harry Frank Guggenheim grant in 2002-3
and has published on issues of legal and political philosophy, as well as on US and Latin American
constitutionalism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Randall Blake:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Legal Foundations of Inequality: Constitutionalism in the
Americas, 1776-1860 (Cambridge Studies in the Theory of Democracy). You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book The Legal Foundations
of Inequality: Constitutionalism in the Americas, 1776-1860 (Cambridge Studies in the Theory of
Democracy). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad
you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can
open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Wendell Darnell:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Legal Foundations of Inequality:
Constitutionalism in the Americas, 1776-1860 (Cambridge Studies in the Theory of Democracy) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this



era.

Martin Duval:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is usually The Legal Foundations of Inequality: Constitutionalism in the Americas, 1776-1860
(Cambridge Studies in the Theory of Democracy).

Eli Benton:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With
the book The Legal Foundations of Inequality: Constitutionalism in the Americas, 1776-1860 (Cambridge
Studies in the Theory of Democracy) we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being
creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life by this book The Legal Foundations of Inequality: Constitutionalism in
the Americas, 1776-1860 (Cambridge Studies in the Theory of Democracy). You can more desirable than
now.
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