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This volume focuses on the time between the incorporation of the Stationers'
Company in 1557 and the lapsing of the Licensing Act in 1695. Thirty-eight
chapters reveal how printed texts interacted with oral and manuscript cultures
during a period of religious divisions and civil war. They examine literary works
and the developing mass market in almanacs, chapbooks and news. The business
of print and the relationship of London to the provinces and the Continent is also

explained. 
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Editorial Review

Review
"...magnificent...provides an unparalleled access to the history of books and the book trade between 1557 to
1695. Apart from its knowledgable analyses - often aided or illustrated by charts and diagrams - the volume
offers an authoritative source of knowledge and data not widely known or readily available elsewhere."
Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America

"A volume and a series that every interdisciplinary research collection requires. Essential." Choice

"We now have a truly impressive means of surveying this field, taking stock of its current strengths and
weaknesses, and perceiving new and needed avenues of investigation." Renaissance Quarterly

"This rich, polyphonic volume is a timely contribution to the 'history of the book.'" Seventeenth-Century
News

"There is plenty here to savor and whet the appetite for further research. And it is perhaps a healthy sign of a
rapidly evolving field that even 800 pages offer only a taste of its full scope." H-Albion

"This book has, I think, brought the study of legal history into the mainstream of Tudor historiography and
its ongoing debate over the formation of the state. Through archival virtuosity rarely matched, Kesselring has
forced us to acknowledge that the state was not without its own extremely effective techniques in the
negotiations over power that have recently dominated the field. This book should, I believe, become as
crucial a statement of the linkage between social and political history for the next decade as Cynthia Herrup's
classic The Common Peace was for the last." H-ALBION

"This is a most valuable collection. It admirably records the extrordinary impact of the trade in printed and
manuscript books that, as John Barnard observes in the introduction, 'was out of all proportion to its
economic significance.' I recommend volume 4 very highly to all scholars in the variety of different fields
that impinge upon the history of the book in early modern Britain." Sixteenth Century Journal

"The Cambridge History of the Book in Britain. Vol. 4:1557-1695, is an extraordinary resource, with thirty-
eight highly informative, accessible essays, grouped into well-conceived sections, following a substantial
introduction by Barnard. All the essays are superb. The entire book is fascinating-an education in the
Renaissance." SEL Studies in English Literature, Achsah Guibbory, Recent Studies in the English
Renaissance

"This latest volume of The Cambridge History of the Book in Britain is an outstanding scholarly
achievement." Journal of Modern History

About the Author
John Barnard was, until 2001, Professor of English Literature at the University of Leeds.

D. F. McKenzie was amongst the most influential bibliographers of his generation.

Maureen Bell is Senior Lecturer in the Department of English at the University of Birmingham.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alberto Benson:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Cambridge History of the Book in Britain: Volume 4,
1557-1695. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important some sort of book The Cambridge History of the Book in Britain: Volume 4, 1557-1695. You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
read.

Thomas Dacosta:

Here thing why this kind of The Cambridge History of the Book in Britain: Volume 4, 1557-1695 are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in
the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Cambridge History of the Book in
Britain: Volume 4, 1557-1695 giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no guide that similar with The Cambridge History of the Book in Britain: Volume 4,
1557-1695. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in
the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of The Cambridge History of the Book in Britain: Volume 4, 1557-1695 in e-
book can be your alternative.

Leon Bailey:

The e-book untitled The Cambridge History of the Book in Britain: Volume 4, 1557-1695 is the guide that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The
language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Cambridge History of the Book in Britain:
Volume 4, 1557-1695 from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Tamara Reams:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping The Cambridge History of the Book
in Britain: Volume 4, 1557-1695 that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you



who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick The Cambridge History of the Book in
Britain: Volume 4, 1557-1695 become your own personal starter.
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