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Haunting, harrowing, and profoundly affecting, Shot in the Heart exposes and
explores a dark vein of American life that most of us would rather ignore. It is a
book that will leave no reader unchanged.

Gary Gilmore, the infamous murderer immortalized by Norman Mailer in The
Executioner's Song, campaigned for his own death and was executed by firing
squad in 1977. Writer Mikal Gilmore is his younger brother. In Shot in the Heart,
he tells the stunning story of their wildly dysfunctional family: their mother, a
black sheep daughter of unforgiving Mormon farmers; their father, a drunk, thief,
and con man. It was a family destroyed by a multigenerational history of child
abuse, alcoholism, crime, adultery, and murder. Mikal, burdened with the guilt of
being his father's favorite and the shame of being Gary's brother, gracefully and
painfully relates a murder tale "from inside the house where murder is born... a
house that, in some ways, [he has] never been able to leave." Shot in the Heart is
the history of an American family inextricably tied up with violence, and the
story of how the children of this family committed murder and murdered
themselves in payment for a long lineage of ruin.
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Haunting, harrowing, and profoundly affecting, Shot in the Heart exposes and explores a dark vein of
American life that most of us would rather ignore. It is a book that will leave no reader unchanged.

Gary Gilmore, the infamous murderer immortalized by Norman Mailer in The Executioner's Song,
campaigned for his own death and was executed by firing squad in 1977. Writer Mikal Gilmore is his
younger brother. In Shot in the Heart, he tells the stunning story of their wildly dysfunctional family: their
mother, a black sheep daughter of unforgiving Mormon farmers; their father, a drunk, thief, and con man. It
was a family destroyed by a multigenerational history of child abuse, alcoholism, crime, adultery, and
murder. Mikal, burdened with the guilt of being his father's favorite and the shame of being Gary's brother,
gracefully and painfully relates a murder tale "from inside the house where murder is born... a house that, in
some ways, [he has] never been able to leave." Shot in the Heart is the history of an American family
inextricably tied up with violence, and the story of how the children of this family committed murder and
murdered themselves in payment for a long lineage of ruin.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Rubio:

This Shot in the Heart book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Shot in the
Heart without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Shot in the Heart can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Shot in the Heart
having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Debbie Brown:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Shot in
the Heart, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Carl Vang:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the book untitled Shot in the Heart can be fine book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

Melissa Cox:

Why? Because this Shot in the Heart is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to
snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand,



entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book
get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having
that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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