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Ministry is often examined in terms of who the minister is, not what the minister
does. But the vocation to ministry must be understood as a call to identity as well
as to practice, one that is rooted in Jesus' life and ministry as well as the Spirit's
charisms. InIntroducing the Practice of Ministry Kathleen A.Cahalan defines
ministerial leadership as carried out through the practices of teaching, preaching,
pastoral care, worship, social ministry, and administration for the sake of
nurturing the life of discipleship in the community of believers. In her
examination of charisms for each of the practices of ministry, Cahalan presents
readers with a Trinitarian foundation, noting that the practices of discipleship and
ministry have their origin in the very practices of God."

Kathleen A. Cahalan is associate professor of theology at Saint John's University
School of Theology, Seminary in Collegeville, Minnesota. She is author of
Formed in the Image of Christ: The Sacramental-Moral Theology of Bernard
Häring (Liturgical Press, 2004) and Projects That Matter: Successful Planning
and Evaluation for Religious Organizations (Alban Institute, 2003). She is the
past-president of the Association of Practical Theology.
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ministry must be understood as a call to identity as well as to practice, one that is rooted in Jesus' life and
ministry as well as the Spirit's charisms. InIntroducing the Practice of Ministry Kathleen A.Cahalan defines
ministerial leadership as carried out through the practices of teaching, preaching, pastoral care, worship,
social ministry, and administration for the sake of nurturing the life of discipleship in the community of
believers. In her examination of charisms for each of the practices of ministry, Cahalan presents readers with
a Trinitarian foundation, noting that the practices of discipleship and ministry have their origin in the very
practices of God."

Kathleen A. Cahalan is associate professor of theology at Saint John's University School of Theology,
Seminary in Collegeville, Minnesota. She is author of Formed in the Image of Christ: The Sacramental-
Moral Theology of Bernard Häring (Liturgical Press, 2004) and Projects That Matter: Successful Planning
and Evaluation for Religious Organizations (Alban Institute, 2003). She is the past-president of the
Association of Practical Theology.
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Editorial Review

Review

Catholic practical theologian Kathleen Cahalan has written an outstanding book on ministry. It is a rare thing
to find a book on ministry that is both theologically rich and broadly accessible. More rare still is a book that
could be of value to one in the throes of discerning a call to ministry as well as to the wise pastor many years
into ministry. . . . The Trinitarian, missional, and vocational frame of her argument make this a very
welcome book for Lutherans and other mainline Protestants, and her deep focus on the Spirit’s gifts suggests
a fruitful opening to a broad array of other Protestant churches.
Word & World

Cahalan’s book is an eloquently written resource for reflecting on the nature and purpose of ministry. Those
who teach seminary students, work with interns, or mentor new pastors will find this book extremely helpful.
Those who are reflecting on their own call to ministry will find here a rigorous discussion and more than a
place to start.
Interpretation

In my research about pastoral ministry, it has become evident that books that give an account of the practice
of ministry are in short supply. Cahalan’s book is a welcome gift to fill that gap. Pastors, theological teachers
and those discerning a call to ministry may all find a welcome in its pages.
Christian Century

Grounded in practical theology, Kathleen Cahalan’s Introducing the Practice of Ministry is an ideal text for
students and those practicing ministry who are discerning their own ministerial roles.
Worship

So many studies of ministry perpetuate the heroic myth that ministers stand apart from other Christians as
specialists who labor at holy matters in self-contained way. By contrast, Kathleen Cahalan reconnects us
with the wider, deeper wisdom of the church, that ministry exists in and for the community of disciples. With
clear insight, consistent vision, and close attention to theological resources, she offers a compelling case that
the practices of ministry are intimately related to the life of discipleship and therefore aim mainly at its
thriving. With ecumenical reach, this book is a liberating alternative to stale views of ministry and a fine
example of how practical theology contributes directly to the church’s witness today.
James Nieman, PhD, Professor of Practical Theology, Hartford Institute for Religion Research, Hartford
Seminary, Connecticut

A welcome guide from a wise practitioner. Coming in the midst of one of the most profound ministerial
transformations in the history of Christianity, Cahalan’s introduction keeps us firmly focused on what is
most important—discipleship. With great pastoral sensitivity and keen theological insight, Cahalan situates
ministry within a vision of discipleship rooted in the practices that defined Jesus’ own life. Gently, we are
drawn into a process of reflection and discernment that seeks to integrate what we do, how we live, and who



we are called to be. This wonderful text is essential reading for all of us learning to minister in a changing
church.
Edward P. Hahnenberg, Author of Ministries: A Relational Approach and Awakening Vocation: A Theology
of Christian Call

Prudent without a hint of stuffiness, wise without ever being aloof, Kathleen Cahalan has conjured up one
smart book on ministry. With the heart of a practical theologian and the charism of a gifted teacher, she
weaves multiple threads, sources, and insights into a work both lucid and passionate. Theoretically strong
without a hint of stodginess, Cahalan is a gifted guide who leads us to the heart of the matter. Surely a classic
in the making, anyone involved in ministry formation needs to read this book.
Edward Foley, Capuchin, Duns Scotus Professor of Spirituality, Professor of Liturgy and Music, Catholic
Theological Union

There are so many wonderful things to say about this book, I don’t know where to start. It fills a real gap in
introductory literature. It is a perfect book for those trying to discern a call. It speaks about ministry as a
whole rather than a bunch of component parts (e.g., pastoral care, leadership, preaching). It is richly
grounded in Scripture, attentive to practice, and deeply theological. Step by step, with clarity and wisdom,
drawing on years of teaching and a keen eye for the right literature from a range of disciplines, Kathleen
Cahalan guides us well through the aims and architecture of ministry.
Bonnie J. Miller-McLemore, E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Professor of Pastoral Theology, The
Divinity School and Graduate Department of Religion, Vanderbilt University

About the Author

Kathleen A. Cahalan is associate professor of theology at Saint John's University School of
Theology/Seminary in Collegeville, Minnesota. She is author of Formed in the Image of Christ: The
Sacramental-Moral Theology of Bernard H„ring (Liturgical Press, 2004) and Projects That Matter:
Successful Planning and Evaluation for Religious Organizations (Alban Institute, 2003). She is the past-
president of the Association of Practical Theology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregory Throop:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Introducing the Practice of Ministry. Try to face the book
Introducing the Practice of Ministry as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you
sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by
the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Tim Walton:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of



information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or their
experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
Introducing the Practice of Ministry.

Kimberly Wheatley:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that. One
particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Introducing the Practice of Ministry, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Michael Madden:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them
is niagra Introducing the Practice of Ministry.
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