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Judith Farquhar’s innovative study of medicine and popular culture in modern
China reveals the thoroughly political and historical character of pleasure.
Ranging over a variety of cultural terrains--fiction, medical texts, film and
television, journalism, and observations of clinics and urban daily life in
Beijing—Appetites challenges the assumption that the mundane enjoyments of
bodily life are natural and unvarying. Farquhar analyzes modern Chinese
reflections on embodied existence to show how contemporary appetites are
grounded in history.
From eating well in improving economic times to memories of the late 1950s
famine, from the flavors of traditional Chinese medicine to modernity’s private
sexual passions, this book argues that embodiment in all its forms must be
invented and sustained in public reflections about personal and national life. As
much at home in science studies and social theory as in the details of life in
Beijing, this account uses anthropology, cultural studies, and literary criticism to
read contemporary Chinese life in a materialist and reflexive mode. For both
Maoist and market reform periods, this is a story of high culture in appetites,
desire in collective life, and politics in the body and its dispositions.
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Judith Farquhar’s innovative study of medicine and popular culture in modern China reveals the thoroughly
political and historical character of pleasure. Ranging over a variety of cultural terrains--fiction, medical
texts, film and television, journalism, and observations of clinics and urban daily life in Beijing—Appetites
challenges the assumption that the mundane enjoyments of bodily life are natural and unvarying. Farquhar
analyzes modern Chinese reflections on embodied existence to show how contemporary appetites are
grounded in history.
From eating well in improving economic times to memories of the late 1950s famine, from the flavors of
traditional Chinese medicine to modernity’s private sexual passions, this book argues that embodiment in all
its forms must be invented and sustained in public reflections about personal and national life. As much at
home in science studies and social theory as in the details of life in Beijing, this account uses anthropology,
cultural studies, and literary criticism to read contemporary Chinese life in a materialist and reflexive mode.
For both Maoist and market reform periods, this is a story of high culture in appetites, desire in collective
life, and politics in the body and its dispositions.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Evolving from her fascinating previous work concerning hands-on diagnosis in Chinese medicine, Judith
Farquhar engages cultural artifacts of all kinds to probe the release of the passions in post-Maoist China.
This is by far the most successful application to ethnography of the often confused and overly abstract
discussions of the body as a central trope and object of recent culture theory.”—George Marcus, Rice
University

“Judith Farquhar has done an exquisite job of clarifying why it makes sense to write a text that ranges across
Chinese medicine, food, and sex, and how they are intimately linked through the specificities of appetites,
desires, and anxieties about the body. Farquhar beautifully delineates how embodiment is historically and
politically produced, how it forms the nexus of numerous enactments, some allegorical, some very concrete
in terms of the body’s well being, but all linked to post-socialist Chinese life.”—Lisa Rofel, University of
California, Santa Cruz

From the Back Cover
"Judith Farquhar has done an exquisite job of clarifying why it makes sense to write a text that ranges across
Chinese medicine, food, and sex, and how they are intimately linked through the specificities of appetites,
desires, and anxieties about the body. Farquhar beautifully delineates how embodiment is historically and
politically produced, how it forms the nexus of numerous enactments, some allegorical, some very concrete
in terms of the body's well being, but all linked to post-socialist Chinese life."--Lisa Rofel, University of
California, Santa Cruz

About the Author

Judith Farquhar is Professor of Anthropology at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She is the
author of Knowing Practice: The Clinical Encounter of Chinese Medicine.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Chapman:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Appetites: Food
and Sex in Post-Socialist China (Body, Commodity, Text) suitable to you? The particular book was written
by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Appetites: Food and Sex in Post-Socialist China (Body,
Commodity, Text)is a single of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that
you can see the represented of the world within this book.



Carlos White:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Appetites: Food and Sex in Post-
Socialist China (Body, Commodity, Text) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you may pick Appetites: Food and Sex in Post-Socialist China (Body,
Commodity, Text) become your current starter.

Todd Voss:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Appetites: Food and Sex in Post-Socialist
China (Body, Commodity, Text) can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know,
by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Appetites:
Food and Sex in Post-Socialist China (Body, Commodity, Text).

Cheryl Ruiz:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Appetites: Food and Sex in Post-
Socialist China (Body, Commodity, Text) as well as others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher
or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Appetites: Food and Sex in Post-Socialist China (Body,
Commodity, Text) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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