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Burma has lived under military rule for nearly half a century. The results of its
1990 elections were never recognized by the ruling juntaand Aung San Suu Kyi,
leader of Burma's pro-democracy movement, was denied her victory. She has
been under house-arrest ever since. Now an economic satellite and political
dependent of the People's Republic of China, Burmais at a crossroads. Will it
become another North Korea, will it succumb to China's political embrace or will
the people prevail? Michael Charney's book- the first general history of modern
Burmain over five decades - traces the highs and lows of Burma's history from
its colonial past to the devastation of Cyclone Nargisin 2008. By exploring key
themes such as the political division between lowland and highland Burma and
monastic opposition to state control, the author explains the forces that have
made the country what it is today.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An excellent work that deals with the period from the annexation of Upper Burma by the British in 1886
until the devastation of Cyclone Nargisin 2008. The focusis on the period from the 1930s, as self-
government was gained in 1937. Charney, Senior Lecturer in the Department of History at SOAS, iswell-
qualified to write thiswork and he offers a careful account, one that is particularly nuanced in its coverage of
the civil conflict and totalitarianism of recent years. What would be welcome is a similar work by Charney
on Burmese history asawhole." - The Historian

"Thisisan incredibly valuable history. In straightforward prose, Charney, a senior historian of pre-modern
and modern Burma (Univ. of London), presents a thorough overview of Burmese history with a primary
focus on the unfolding of events since independence in 1948.... Charney's narrative is clear, expeditious, and
agreat resource and reference for anyone interested in this period.... Essential." - Choice

"Those seeking a brisk, yet comprehensive, overview of the modern political history of this fascinating and
complex country at last have an adequate reference book." - ASEAUK News

About the Author

Michael Charney is Project Professor at the Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia, University of Tokyo and
Reader in Southeast Asian and Imperial History at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of
London. Professor Charney is a historian of empire, technology and culture, whose research focuses on
Southeast Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa, with particular attention to Burma/Myanmar, Tanzania and Ghana.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Peter Tesch:

This A History of Modern Burmabook is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you will get. That A
History of Modern Burma without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry A History of Modern Burma can bring any time you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This A History of Modern Burma having great arrangement in word as well aslayout, so you will not
fedl uninterested in reading.

Anita Pfeifer:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which isinside former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those



possihilities will not happen with you if you take A History of Modern Burma as your daily resource
information.

Bethany Eng:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our understanding for everything. By areserve we can know
everything you want. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. Thisguide A History of Modern Burmawas filled regarding science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication.
In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Jerry Sonnier:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading
isvery important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something
by book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is A History of
Modern Burma.
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