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Better known as a poet and dramatist, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832)
was also alearned philosopher and natural scientist. Astrida Orle Tantillo offers
the first comprehensive analysis of his natural philosophy, which she contendsis
rooted in creativity.

Tantillo analyzes Goethe' s main scientific texts, including his work on physics,
botany, comparative anatomy, and metereology. She critically examines his
attempts to challenge the basic tenets of Newtonian and Cartesian science and to
found a new natural philosophy. In individual chapters devoted to different key
principles, she reveals how this natural philosophy—which questions rationalism,
the quantitative approach to scientific inquiry, strict gender categories, and the
possibility of scientific objectivity—illuminates Goethe' s standing as both a
precursor and critic of modernity.

Tantillo does not presuppose prior knowledge of Goethe or science, and carefully
avoids an averreliance on specialized jargon. This makes The Will to Create
accessible to awide audience, including philosophers, historians of science, and
literary theorists, as well as general readers.
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Better known as a poet and dramatist, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832) was also alearned
philosopher and natural scientist. Astrida Orle Tantillo offers the first comprehensive analysis of his natural
philosophy, which she contends is rooted in creativity.

Tantillo analyzes Goethe' s main scientific texts, including his work on physics, botany, comparative
anatomy, and metereology. She critically examines his attempts to challenge the basic tenets of Newtonian
and Cartesian science and to found anew natural philosophy. Inindividual chapters devoted to different key
principles, she reveals how this natural philosophy—which questions rationalism, the quantitative approach
to scientific inquiry, strict gender categories, and the possibility of scientific objectivity—illuminates
Goethe' s standing as both a precursor and critic of modernity.

Tantillo does not presuppose prior knowledge of Goethe or science, and carefully avoids an overreliance on
specialized jargon. This makes The Will to Create accessible to awide audience, including philosophers,
historians of science, and literary theorists, as well as general readers.
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Editorial Review
Review

“ Tantillo provides avauable, lucid analysis of Goethe' s scientific writings.”
--Choice

From the Inside Flap

Renowned for his contributions to the literary world, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832) believed his
greatest accomplishments were in the fields of science and natural philosophy. In fact, Goethe predicted his
scientific works would spark arevolution, eclipsing the theories of Newton and Enlightenment science.

Astrida Orle Tantillo offers the first comprehensive study of Goethe's natural philosophy, analyzing his work
in such disciplines as physics, botany, morphology, zoology, and meteorology. She investigates the
principles behind his conception of awill-driven nature, and analyzes their significance for such
philosophical issues as objectivity, scientific method, and the status of natural law in general. Tantillo also
critically examines Goethe's attempts to challenge the basic tenets of Newtonian and Cartesian science and
his efforts to found a new natural philosophy.

Goethe offered a dynamic understanding of nature in which its parts, both animate and inanimate, act
according to their own impulses. Goethe rejected fundamental behavioral theories such asinstinct and divine
intervention, and instead believed individual entities possess such a strong will to create that their choices
and desires bring about changesin their own forms and modes of existence.

Because he saw nature as constantly evolving, Goethe discounted the possibility of ever discovering
permanent truths. He argued that nature could only be studied in action and interaction with all of its parts,
and assailed modern science's propensity for conducting experiments in controlled settings. Unlike such
philosophers as Descartes, who advocated a complete separation between the thinker and the world, Goethe
focused upon the individual's relationship with nature. He questioned scientists' objectivity and urged them
to examine their own theoretical perspectives and prejudices while conducting research.

Goethe never achieved the scientific revolution he had hoped to lead. Though he has had his supporters and
champions, his scientific works and natural philosophy never drew widespread support, and some of his
claims have been proven wrong. His critique of mathematics, analysis, and reductive approaches made him
seem unscientific, and his dynamic views of nature made his philosophy appear random especially when
compared to the more systematic philosophers of hisday. Many of his readers have seen his scientific works
as poetic endeavors; some even suggested his writings were symptomatic of mental illness. In Tantillo's
examination of Goethe's entire scientific corpus, however, we see his deep commitment to the experimental
method, and how in many ways the principles underlying his radical brand of science point the way to
modernity, both in the humanities and in science.

From the Back Cover

"Finally, we have a readable work in English comparable to Margrit Wyder's Goethe's Naturmodell,
Dorothea-Michaela Noe-Rumberg's Naturgesetze als Dichtungsprinz pien, and Gunter Schnitzler and
Gottfried Schramm'’s Ein Unteilbares Ganzes which encompasses all aspects of Goethe's philosophy of
nature.... Tantillo takes the reader on a fascinating and illuminating journey of discovery through Goethe's
life asascientist and poet.... | highly recommend this exciting and incisive study." -John A. McCarthy,



Vanderhilt University

"Tantillo solves the problem of the validity of Goethe's science by reading him as a philosopher of nature. In
this bold new reading, Goethe's nature is neither sentimental nor solely a principle of order. Tantillo shows
us rather a dynamic, Faustian nature with its own creative will-sometimes brutal, sometimes monstrous....
This eminently readable book is as important for readers of Goethe's poetry as for those of his science.” -Jane
K. Brown, University of Washington

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shanika Jeans:

The book untitled The Will To Create: Goethe' s Philosophy of Nature contain alot of information on the
item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The
author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-sitein addition to order it.
Have a nice study.

Harriet Blum:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social
media. Y ou can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It isreferred to as of book The Will To Create: Goethe' s Philosophy of Nature. Y ou can include your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It ismost critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
place to other place.

Judy Young:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. Aswe know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book The Will To Create: Goethe' s Philosophy of Nature we can take more advantage. Don't one to
be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book The Will To Create: Goethe's
Philosophy of Nature. Y ou can more attractive than now.

| saiah Owen:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the book The Will To Create: Goethe' s Philosophy of Nature to



make your own reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading ability is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about
book and examining especialy. It isto befirst opinion for you to like to open a book and go throughit.
Beside that the book The Will To Create: Goethe' s Philosophy of Nature can to be your brand-new friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of thistime.
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