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In this groundbreaking book, James William Gibson shatters the misled
assumptions behind both liberal and conservative explanations for America's
failure in Vietnam. Gibson shows how American government and military
officials developed a disturbingly limited concept of war -- what he calls
"technowar" -- in which all efforts were focused on maximizing the enemy's
body count, regardless of the means. Consumed by a blind faith in the technology
of destruction, American leaders failed to take into account their enemy's highly
effective guerrilla tactics. Indeed, technowar proved woefully inapplicable to the
actual political and military strategies used by the Vietnamese, and Gibson
reveals how U.S. officials consistently falsified military records to preserve the
illusion that their approach would prevail. Gibson was one of the first historians
to question the fundamental assumptions behind American policy, and The
Perfect War is a brilliant reassessment of the war -- now republished with a new
introduction by the author.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Gibson, Fellow at the Institute for Policy Studies in Washington, D.C., believes that much of the blame for
the debacle in Vietnam is attributable to the introduction of "managerial science" into the war effort. He
attempts to show that by the fall of 1967, the war managers had constructed an Orwellian double-think of
"multiple systematic falsifications" in which credit, debit and progress were gauged by a body-count index.
(The author's personal outrage occasionally spills over into questionable generalizations: "Management did
not care whether labor lived or died, only about producing a high body-count.") The study includes quotes
from participants and close observers of the war, illustrating in a shockingly concentrated manner how
demoralizing to the troops were the ruthless and impersonal management techniques of business accounting
imposed on them. Gibson warns that this managerial mind-set is still very much in evidence at the Pentagon
and that "the redeployment of Technowar can only result in another massive defeat."
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
According to Gibson, Vietnam was a "technowar," conceived and waged by U.S. war managers as "a high
technology, capital-intensive production process." It was neither a mistake nor a problem of ailing national
will. It was rather the perfect expression of the American logic of making war on invented enemies through
highly rationalized industrial management. Gibson's argument is not altogether new; and he introduces no
new evidence in support of his position. He does, however, argue his case with great energy and
inventiveness, exploring the dimensions of this "technowar" from Vietnamese cities and countryside to the
U.S. air war over Indochina. His analysis should be of interest to anyone seriously interested in the social and
intellectual sources of Washington's war effort. Charles DeBenedetti, History Dept., Univ. of Toledo, Ohio
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Slaughter:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Perfect War: Technowar in Vietnam
(Military History Series) book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Mindy Arredondo:

The actual book The Perfect War: Technowar in Vietnam (Military History Series) will bring you to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Perfect War: Technowar in Vietnam



(Military History Series) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Carole Houston:

Precisely why? Because this The Perfect War: Technowar in Vietnam (Military History Series) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Edward White:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is The Perfect War: Technowar in Vietnam (Military History Series) this guide consist
a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.
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