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Once America's "arsenal of democracy," Detroit is now the symbol of the
American urban crisis. In this reappraisal of America’s racial and economic
inequalities, Thomas Sugrue asks why Detroit and other industrial cities have
become the sites of persistent racialized poverty. He challenges the conventional
wisdom that urban decline is the product of the social programs and racial
fissures of the 1960s. Weaving together the history of workplaces, unions, civil
rights groups, political organizations, and real estate agencies, Sugrue finds the
roots of today’s urban poverty in a hidden history of racial violence,
discrimination, and deindustrialization that reshaped the American urban
landscape after World War II.

This Princeton Classics edition includes a new preface by Sugrue, discussing the
lasting impact of the postwar transformation on urban America and the chronic
issues leading to Detroit’s bankruptcy.
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Once America's "arsenal of democracy," Detroit is now the symbol of the American urban crisis. In this
reappraisal of America’s racial and economic inequalities, Thomas Sugrue asks why Detroit and other
industrial cities have become the sites of persistent racialized poverty. He challenges the conventional
wisdom that urban decline is the product of the social programs and racial fissures of the 1960s. Weaving
together the history of workplaces, unions, civil rights groups, political organizations, and real estate
agencies, Sugrue finds the roots of today’s urban poverty in a hidden history of racial violence,
discrimination, and deindustrialization that reshaped the American urban landscape after World War II.

This Princeton Classics edition includes a new preface by Sugrue, discussing the lasting impact of the
postwar transformation on urban America and the chronic issues leading to Detroit’s bankruptcy.
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Editorial Review

Review

Winner of the 1998 Bancroft Prize in American History

Winner of the 1997 Philip Taft Prize in Labor History

Winner of the 1996 President's Book Award, Social Science History Association

Winner of the 1997 Best Book in North American Urban History Award, Urban History Association

One of Choice's Outstanding AcademicTitles for 1997

"In this important new history of post-World War II Detroit, Sugrue solidly refutes conservative theories
about welfare dependency and deepens liberal thinking about the underlying causes of urban poverty."--Jim
McNeil, In These Times

"[A] first-rate account. . . . With insight and elegance, Sugrue describes the street-by-street warfare to
maintain housing values against the perceived encroachment of blacks trying desperately to escape the
underbuilt and overcrowded slums."--Choice

"Perhaps by offering a clearer picture of how the urban crisis began, Sugrue brings us a little closer to
finding a way to end it."--Jim McNeill, In These Times

From the Back Cover

"This superb study offers a richly detailed account of the rise and fall of twentieth-century Detroit.... Must
reading for ... everyone concerned about the current urban crisis."--Jacqueline Jones, author of The
Dispossessed: America's Underclass from the Civil War to the Present

"Sugrue's incredibly rich, nuanced, multilayered account of the transformation of Detroit provides the



historical perspective missing in virtually all accounts of the crisis ravaging today's inner cities."--Robin D.
G. Kelley, author of Race Rebels: Culture, Politics, and the Black Working Class

About the Author
Thomas J. Sugrue is Associate Professor of History at the University of Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ramon Hudson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in
Postwar Detroit (Princeton Classics) can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Frances Hayes:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a reserve. The book The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar
Detroit (Princeton Classics) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book
you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The
price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Jon Gonzalez:

The book untitled The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (Princeton
Classics) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
go through.



Lily Terry:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in
Postwar Detroit (Princeton Classics) can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book
you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to
have The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (Princeton Classics).
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