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"There was never a moment in our lives that we were not reminded that our
father was the finest, bravest, most gallant, and best-looking man who ever lived
and that he was destined for unimaginable glory. This we took for granted. Being
our father’s children was a special influence in all our lives, but the greatest,
most pervasive, and most interesting influence in my life was Ma."

The Button Box isthe loving memoir of Beatrice Ayer Patton (1886–1953), the
wife of one of the greatest military figures in history, General George S. Patton,
Jr. Written by the Pattons’ daughter, Ruth Ellen, the book covers Beatrice’s life
from her youth in a wealthy New England family until her death, with an
emphasis on her years of marriage to George Patton. A supportive and loving
wife, Beatrice was accomplished in her own right as an equestrian, musician,
lecturer, sailor, and internationally published author. Courageous and
adventurous, Beatrice played a significant role in her husband’s life. Without her,
General Patton might never have reached his own level of success.

Although there have been numerous books written on George S. Patton, The
Button Box provides a unique perspective on the general’s complex personality
as well as a rare and intimate look inside his famous American family, a glimpse
of the “Old Army” that formed the cadre of the army of World War II, and a
detailed description of life “between the wars” in a society not to be seen again.
Most important, though, it is the story of a truly fascinating woman, told with
love and a rowdy sense of humor by her daughter.
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The Button Box isthe loving memoir of Beatrice Ayer Patton (1886–1953), the wife of one of the greatest
military figures in history, General George S. Patton, Jr. Written by the Pattons’ daughter, Ruth Ellen, the
book covers Beatrice’s life from her youth in a wealthy New England family until her death, with an
emphasis on her years of marriage to George Patton. A supportive and loving wife, Beatrice was
accomplished in her own right as an equestrian, musician, lecturer, sailor, and internationally published
author. Courageous and adventurous, Beatrice played a significant role in her husband’s life. Without her,
General Patton might never have reached his own level of success.

Although there have been numerous books written on George S. Patton, The Button Box provides a unique
perspective on the general’s complex personality as well as a rare and intimate look inside his famous
American family, a glimpse of the “Old Army” that formed the cadre of the army of World War II, and a
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Editorial Review

Review

“[The Button Box] is, by turns, passionate, insightful, clever, and hilarious. . . . Beatrice was a complex
person who was just as tough as her famous husband, but whose role in Patton’s life has never been fully
appreciated or even explored. . . .  [This book] will serve as a lasting testament to a very unique woman, to a
bygone era, and as a portrait of some characters more interesting than one could invent for an E. L.
Doctorow novel.”—Carlo W. D’Este, author of Patton: A Genius for War

About the Author

Ruth Ellen Patton Totten (1915–1993) was the daughter of General George S. Patton and Beatrice Ayer
Patton. She was the author of The Rolling Kitchen.

A decorated Vietnam veteran, James Patton Totten is the son of Ruth Ellen Patton Totten. A retired U.S.
Army Reserve Colonel and textile plant manager, he lives in Hendersonville, Tennessee.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Lacher:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Button Box: A Daughter's Loving Memoir of
Mrs. George S. Patton.

Milton Hill:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you



have read is definitely The Button Box: A Daughter's Loving Memoir of Mrs. George S. Patton.

Larry Tatro:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Button Box: A Daughter's Loving
Memoir of Mrs. George S. Patton e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Button Box: A
Daughter's Loving Memoir of Mrs. George S. Patton as good book not merely by the cover but also with the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Heather Stewart:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Button Box: A Daughter's Loving
Memoir of Mrs. George S. Patton or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes The Button Box: A Daughter's Loving Memoir of Mrs. George S.
Patton to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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