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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A bald, grinning street urchin in an oversized yellow nightshirt, Outcault's Yellow Kid sparked the "first
definitive comic strip in history." With extensive text on the antecedents of the Kid (aka Mickey Dugan),
historical information and discussion of the artist's evolution, this volume, collecting all of Outcault's Yellow
Kid panels and strips, is a must for aficionados of the comics and of turn-of-the-century Americana.
Blackbeard, director of the San Francisco Academy of Comic Art, has provided 15 chapters of commentary
with details ranging from the origin of the Yellow Kid's baldness (slum-dwelling children often had their
heads shaved to combat lice) to the history of the Hearst versus Pulitzer "newspaper wars." Although the Kid
was not the inspiration for the phrase "yellow journalism," the character did cause a flood of mass
merchandise?dolls, candy, even cigars. The book includes photos (by Jacob Riis and others) of real children
who lived in tenements like those inhabited by the Kid and his pals. Since Outcault's characters often
commented on conditions and events of the day, much of Blackbeard's background is useful, although the
more casual reader may be overwhelmed. His enthusiasm for Outcault (who later created Buster Brown)
often gives way to excessive detail and passive prose, not necessary to enjoying the whimsy of the
cartoonist's "accidental" and wonderful invention. Color plates plus b&w illustrations.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
This year is the centenary of the comic strip, for 1895 was the year the first strip star, a street urchin in a
yellow nightshirt, appeared in the New York World. It wasn't until the following year, however, after artist R.
F. Outcault took the character to a rival paper, that the multiple-panel technique was used, inaugurating the
comic strip as we know it. Color comic supplements soon became huge selling points for turn-of-the-century
newspapers, and the Yellow Kid was their first main attraction. With the onset of the Spanish-American War
in 1898, the Kid vanished, apparently done in by public sentiment against the color yellow, the dominant hue
in the Spanish flag. The 250 cartoons reproduced here, most in color, are pretty crude by today's standards,
but their depiction of New York a century ago is culturally fascinating, and Bill Blackbeard's text tracing the
development of the Kid and the birth of the comics is impressively detailed. Gordon Flagg

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Judy Brewer:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book R.F. Outcault's the Yellow Kid: A Centennial
Celebration of the Kid Who Started the Comics. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book R.F. Outcault's the Yellow Kid: A
Centennial Celebration of the Kid Who Started the Comics. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Lorraine Stark:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title R.F. Outcault's the
Yellow Kid: A Centennial Celebration of the Kid Who Started the Comics suitable to you? Often the book
was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled R.F. Outcault's the Yellow Kid: A
Centennial Celebration of the Kid Who Started the Comicsis the one of several books that will everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Jerry Brower:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled R.F.
Outcault's the Yellow Kid: A Centennial Celebration of the Kid Who Started the Comics the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The R.F. Outcault's the Yellow Kid: A Centennial
Celebration of the Kid Who Started the Comics giving you an additional experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you
the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Rhonda Lanham:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This R.F. Outcault's the Yellow Kid: A
Centennial Celebration of the Kid Who Started the Comics is simple to deliver you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in
your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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