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In this concise account of why America used atomic bombs against Japan in
1945, J. Samuel Walker analyzes the reasons behind President Truman's most
controversial decision. Delineating what was known and not known by American
leaders at the time, Walker evaluates the roles of U.S.-Soviet relations and of
American domestic politics. In this new edition, Walker takes into account recent
scholarship on the topic, including new information on the Japanese decision to
surrender. He has also revised the book to place more emphasis on the effect of
the Soviet invasion of Manchuria in convincing the emperor and his advisers to
quit the war. Rising above an often polemical debate, Walker presents an
accessible synthesis of previous work and an important, original contribution to
our understanding of the events that ushered in the atomic age.
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In this concise account of why America used atomic bombs against Japan in 1945, J. Samuel Walker
analyzes the reasons behind President Truman's most controversial decision. Delineating what was known
and not known by American leaders at the time, Walker evaluates the roles of U.S.-Soviet relations and of
American domestic politics. In this new edition, Walker takes into account recent scholarship on the topic,
including new information on the Japanese decision to surrender. He has also revised the book to place more
emphasis on the effect of the Soviet invasion of Manchuria in convincing the emperor and his advisers to
quit the war. Rising above an often polemical debate, Walker presents an accessible synthesis of previous
work and an important, original contribution to our understanding of the events that ushered in the atomic
age.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Walker's book is the most useful layman's synthesis of the debate in print." - Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists; "The author's ability to cover the most important issues with economy... make[s] this an excellent
addition to the literature, particularly useful for beginning students." - Foreign Affairs"

From the Inside Flap
In this updated edition of his balanced and concise look at the still-controversial decision to use atomic
bombs against Japan, Walker takes into account more recent scholarship on the topic, including new findings
on the Japanese decision to surrender.

From the Back Cover
More than fifty years later, the decision that brought prompt and utter destruction to the cities of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki continues to generate enormous interest and controversy. In this concise and balanced account,
J. Samuel Walker offers a new look at the events and circumstances that lay behind President Truman's use
of atomic bombs against Japan. Combining extensive documentary research with a critical reading of both
American and Japanese scholarship, Walker examines the popular mythology about how the decision was
made, delineating what was known and not known by American leaders at the time and evaluating the role of
U.S.-Soviet relations and American domestic politics. Rising above an often polemical debate, he presents an
accessible synthesis of previous work and an important, original contribution to our understanding of the
events that ushered in the atomic age.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kelsey Dehart:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it
is known to us that book is very important for us. The book Prompt and Utter Destruction: Truman and the
Use of Atomic Bombs against Japan, Revised Edition has been making you to know about other information
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Prompt and Utter
Destruction: Truman and the Use of Atomic Bombs against Japan, Revised Edition is not only giving you
much more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Prompt and Utter Destruction: Truman and
the Use of Atomic Bombs against Japan, Revised Edition. You never experience lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Effie Morris:

Typically the book Prompt and Utter Destruction: Truman and the Use of Atomic Bombs against Japan,
Revised Edition has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.



John Lyons:

Precisely why? Because this Prompt and Utter Destruction: Truman and the Use of Atomic Bombs against
Japan, Revised Edition is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If
I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

John Razo:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Different categories
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Prompt and Utter Destruction:
Truman and the Use of Atomic Bombs against Japan, Revised Edition.
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