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Politics and Suicide argues that whilst the historical lineage of suicidal politics is
recognised, the fundamental significance of autodestruction to the political
remains under examined. It contends that practices like suicide-bombing do not
simply embody a strange or abnormal ‘suicidal’ articulation of the political, but
rather, that the existence of suicidal politics tells us something fundamental about
the political as such and thinking about political violence more broadly.

Recent world events have emphatically shown our need for tools with which to
develop better understandings of the politics of suicide. Through the exploration
of several arresting case-studies, including the ‘Kamikaze’ bombers of World
War Two, Jan Palach’s self-immolation in 1969, Cold War nuclear deterrence,
and the suicide-terrorist attacks of 9/11 Michelsen asks how we might talk of a
political suicide in any of these contexts. The book charts how political processes
‘go suicidal’, and asks how we might still consider them to be political in such a
case. It investigates how suicide can function as ‘politics’.

A strong contribution to the fields of philosophy and international relations
theory, this work will also be of interest to students and scholars of political
theory and terrorism & political violence.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Nicholas Michelsen is Lecturer in International Relations Theory in the Department of War Studies at 
King's College London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby Griffin:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need do that.
You must know how great and important the book Politics and Suicide: The philosophy of political self-
destruction (Interventions). All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Albert Aucoin:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book Politics and Suicide: The philosophy of political self-
destruction (Interventions) seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Politics and Suicide: The philosophy
of political self-destruction (Interventions) is not only giving you much more new information but also to get
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship using the book Politics and Suicide: The philosophy of political self-destruction
(Interventions). You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Marlene Childs:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually Politics and Suicide: The philosophy of political self-destruction (Interventions).



Sena Meyer:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Politics and Suicide: The
philosophy of political self-destruction (Interventions) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Politics and
Suicide: The philosophy of political self-destruction (Interventions) become your own starter.
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