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In the Root of the Middle Way, Nagarjuna presents a magical method of
reasoning, inviting everyone who encounters these lucid and fearless
contemplations to follow him on a journey to the heart of transcendent insight.
Inspired by the Buddha's teachings on profound emptiness in the Prajnaparamita
Sutras, Nagarjuna sets out to probe what appears to be the most fundamental
facts of the world, challenging us to question even our most deeply ingrained
ideas and what seem to be self-evident facts. In a series of unassuming and
penetrating investigations, he asks basic questions such as: "What does it mean
for something to occur? What is meant by 'going' or by 'coming'? Does the eye
see? Does fire burn fuel? What is an example of being right? What does it mean
to be wrong? Nagarjuna extends an invitation to open-minded and unprejudiced
inquiry, and from his reader he asks for nothing more and nothing less than
sincere and honest answers. Yet where are our answers? Once we begin to follow
Nagarjuna's clear and direct steps, the gateway to the inconceivable
emerges—perhaps unexpectedly. The present work contains Nagarjuna's verses
on the Middle Way accompanied by Mabja Jangchub Tsöndrü's famed
commentary, the Ornament of Reason. Active in the twelfth century, Mabja was
among the first Tibetans to rely on the works of the Indian master Candrakirti,
and his account of the Middle Way exercised a deep and lasting influence on the
development of Madhyamaka philosophy in all four schools of Buddhism in
Tibet. Sharp, concise, and yet comprehensive, the Ornament of Reason has been
cherished by generations of scholar-practitioners. The late Khunu Lama Tenzin
Gyaltsen Rinpoche, a renowned authority on the subject, often referred to this
commentary as "the best there is." A visual outline of the commentary has been
added that clearly shows the structure of each chapter and makes the arguments
easier to follow.
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In the Root of the Middle Way, Nagarjuna presents a magical method of reasoning, inviting everyone who
encounters these lucid and fearless contemplations to follow him on a journey to the heart of transcendent
insight. Inspired by the Buddha's teachings on profound emptiness in the Prajnaparamita Sutras, Nagarjuna
sets out to probe what appears to be the most fundamental facts of the world, challenging us to question even
our most deeply ingrained ideas and what seem to be self-evident facts. In a series of unassuming and
penetrating investigations, he asks basic questions such as: "What does it mean for something to occur?
What is meant by 'going' or by 'coming'? Does the eye see? Does fire burn fuel? What is an example of being
right? What does it mean to be wrong? Nagarjuna extends an invitation to open-minded and unprejudiced
inquiry, and from his reader he asks for nothing more and nothing less than sincere and honest answers. Yet
where are our answers? Once we begin to follow Nagarjuna's clear and direct steps, the gateway to the
inconceivable emerges—perhaps unexpectedly. The present work contains Nagarjuna's verses on the Middle
Way accompanied by Mabja Jangchub Tsöndrü's famed commentary, the Ornament of Reason. Active in the
twelfth century, Mabja was among the first Tibetans to rely on the works of the Indian master Candrakirti,
and his account of the Middle Way exercised a deep and lasting influence on the development of
Madhyamaka philosophy in all four schools of Buddhism in Tibet. Sharp, concise, and yet comprehensive,
the Ornament of Reason has been cherished by generations of scholar-practitioners. The late Khunu Lama
Tenzin Gyaltsen Rinpoche, a renowned authority on the subject, often referred to this commentary as "the
best there is." A visual outline of the commentary has been added that clearly shows the structure of each
chapter and makes the arguments easier to follow.
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Editorial Review

Review
"I am pleased to know that great care has been taken in preparing this translation along with the early
Tibetan commentator Mabja Jangchub Tsondru's explanation of the Root of the Middle Way. I have no doubt
that readers interested in the development of the Madhyamika view will derive great benefit from this
work"—H.H. the Dalai Lama

"Because of its clarity and profundity, Mabja's Ornament of Reason is considered one of the greatest Tibetan
commentaries on the Root of the Middle Way, Nagarjuna's most important work. Thomas Doctor's complete
translation of the Ornament is truly masterful. Written in straightforward English, free from jargon and
neologism, Doctor's work is a model for the translation of a Tibetan philosophical classic. Lucid, accessible,
and yet utterly true to the original, it sets the standard for any philosophical translation undertaken in the
future. No one who is serious about understanding Madhyamaka can afford to overlook this book."—José
Ignacio Cabezón, XIV Dalai Lama Professor, UC Santa Barbara

"Mabja's Ornament of Reason is one of the most important Tibetan commentaries on Nagarjuna's Root of the
Middle Way. It is an original work that offers interpretations of Madhyamaka philosophy that cannot be
ignored by those who are intent on studying seriously this tradition. Thomas Doctor's masterful translation,
which is as accurate as it is readable, makes an extremely valuable contribution by making available the
important insights that this work offers—insights that will help the readers to understand Nagarjuna's
original text at the same time that it will illuminate important philosophical problems. A must read for all
those who think that the Madhyamaka philosophy is an important tradition deserving of sustained
philosophical attention."—Georges B.J. Dreyfus, Professor of Religion, Williams College

About the Author
Mabja Jangchub Tsöndrü, active in the twelfth century, was among the first Tibetans to rely on the works of
the Indian master Candrakirti—and his account of the Middle Way exercised a deep and lasting influence on
the development of Madhyamaka philosophy in all four schools of Buddhism in Tibet.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Williams:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your knowledge
by the guide entitled Ornament Of Reason: The Great Commentary To Nagarjuna's Root Of The Middle
Way. Try to face the book Ornament Of Reason: The Great Commentary To Nagarjuna's Root Of The
Middle Way as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.



Katrina Varga:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Ornament
Of Reason: The Great Commentary To Nagarjuna's Root Of The Middle Way.

Debra Durso:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Ornament Of Reason: The
Great Commentary To Nagarjuna's Root Of The Middle Way, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Terrance Pitt:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can see that
now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended for your
requirements is Ornament Of Reason: The Great Commentary To Nagarjuna's Root Of The Middle Way this
guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
suitable all of you.
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