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Now in paperback one of the most stirring accounts of the lives of Chinese
women since Wild Swans “full of heart-rending tales….shocking, simply
told…a very powerful polemic” (The New York Times Book Review).

Following her internationally bestselling book The Good Women of China,
Xinran has written one of the most powerful accounts of the lives of Chinese
women. She has gained entrance to the most pained, secret chambers in the
hearts of Chinese mothers—students, successful businesswomen, midwives,
peasants—who, whether as a consequence of the single-child policy, destructive
age-old traditions, or hideous economic necessity, have given up their daughters.
Xinran beautifully portrays the “extra-birth guerrillas” who travel the roads and
the railways, evading the system, trying to hold on to more than one baby; naïve
young girl students who have made life-wrecking mistakes; the “pebble mother”
on the banks of the Yangtze River still looking into the depths for her stolen
daughter; peasant women rejected by their families because they can’t produce a
male heir; and Little Snow, the orphaned baby fostered by Xinran but confiscated
by the state.

For parents of adopted Chinese children and for the children themselves, this is
an indispensable, powerful, and intensely moving book. Message from an
Unknown Chinese Mother is powered by love and by heartbreak and will stay
with readers long after they have turned the final page.
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Now in paperback one of the most stirring accounts of the lives of Chinese women since Wild Swans
“full of heart-rending tales….shocking, simply told…a very powerful polemic” (The New York Times
Book Review).

Following her internationally bestselling book The Good Women of China, Xinran has written one of the
most powerful accounts of the lives of Chinese women. She has gained entrance to the most pained, secret
chambers in the hearts of Chinese mothers—students, successful businesswomen, midwives, peasants—who,
whether as a consequence of the single-child policy, destructive age-old traditions, or hideous economic
necessity, have given up their daughters. Xinran beautifully portrays the “extra-birth guerrillas” who travel
the roads and the railways, evading the system, trying to hold on to more than one baby; naïve young girl
students who have made life-wrecking mistakes; the “pebble mother” on the banks of the Yangtze River still
looking into the depths for her stolen daughter; peasant women rejected by their families because they can’t
produce a male heir; and Little Snow, the orphaned baby fostered by Xinran but confiscated by the state.

For parents of adopted Chinese children and for the children themselves, this is an indispensable, powerful,
and intensely moving book. Message from an Unknown Chinese Mother is powered by love and by
heartbreak and will stay with readers long after they have turned the final page.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Xinran (Good Women of China) collects the heartbreaking stories of Chinese women forced to give up their
baby girls because of the one-child-only policy or feudal traditions that prefer boys, in an oral history written
for those abandoned daughters. Speaking with midwives, students, businesswomen, adoption workers,
peasants, and "extra-birth guerrilla troops" (people who live on the lam eluding the system so they can have
more than one baby), Xinran is compassionate and remarkably adept at getting her interviewees to open up
about their most painful memories: how some mothers were forced to put their babies up for adoption or
abandon them at hospitals, orphanages, or on the street, and how they've seen newborns drowned or
smothered at birth. She shows how outdated traditions, modern policies, and punishing poverty spur the
abandonment of so many female infants, and an abnormally high suicide rate for women of childbearing age.
This is a brutally honest book written for those relinquished children, so that they will know how much their
birth mothers loved them and how--in the words of one mother who gave up her daughter--"they paid for that
love with an endless stream of bitter tears." (Mar.)
(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* The author of The Good Women of China (2002) now offers a gut-wrenching account of
Chinese women forced to give up (or worse) their daughters in the 1980s and 1990s because of China?s one
child policy. Implemented to control China?s booming population, the law led to the abandonment and
murder of countless female babies, as many families stood to lose land if they didn?t have a son to inherit
and manage it. Formerly a popular radio personality in Nanjing, Xinran sought out the sad stories of women
whose daughters were taken from them after birth. And not all the families who gave up their daughters were
peasants struggling to hold onto their land. Xinran was horrified to witness a father doting on his young
daughter on a train, only to abandon her hours later. Xinran gives Chinese women who lost their daughters a
voice in this powerful volume, laying bare their raw pain. This eye-opening work is made even more
shocking by how recent most of these women?s stories are, even as Xinran counterbalances the heartbreak
with letters from families outside China who have adopted Chinese babies. --Kristine Huntley

Review
"A touching book...[Xinran] gives voice to the silent heartbreak of tens of thousands of Chinese women."
—New York Post

“This collection is powerful and heartbreaking. It's a must-read for families who have adopted children from
China, as well as for anyone who has an interest in what women's lives are like in the economic powerhouse
China has become.” –Lisa See

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leah Pelton:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has several

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book Message from an Unknown Chinese Mother:
Stories of Loss and Love. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Elliott Preciado:

The actual book Message from an Unknown Chinese Mother: Stories of Loss and Love will bring that you
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Message from an Unknown Chinese
Mother: Stories of Loss and Love is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Leona Hicks:

You can find this Message from an Unknown Chinese Mother: Stories of Loss and Love by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.

Kathryn Hill:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Message from an Unknown Chinese
Mother: Stories of Loss and Love.
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