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• The classic study of the cosmological principles found in the patterns of Islamic
art and how they relate to sacred geometry and the perennial philosophy.

• 150 color and black-and-white drawings of Islamic patterns.

• Explains how these patterns guide the mind from the mundane world of
appearances to its underlying reality.

For centuries the nature and meaning of Islamic art has been wrongly regarded in
the West as mere decoration. In truth, because the portrayal of human and animal
forms has always been discouraged on Islamic religious principles that forbid
idolatry, the abstract art of Islam represents the sophisticated development of a
nonnaturalistic tradition. Through this tradition, Islamic art has maintained its
chief aim: the affirmation of unity as expressed in diversity.

In this fascinating study the author explores the idea that unlike medieval
Christian art, in which the polarization of such forms and patterns was relegated
to a background against which to set sacred images, the geometrical patterns of
Islamic art can reveal the intrinsic cosmological laws affecting all creation. Their
primary function is to guide the mind from the mundane world of appearances
toward its underlying reality.

Numerous drawings connect the art of Islam to the Pythagorean science of
mathematics, and through these images we can see how an Earth-centered view
of the cosmos provides renewed significance to those number patterns produced
by the orbits of the planets. The author shows the essential philosophical and
practical basis of every art creation--whether a tile, carpet, or wall--and how this
use of mathematical tessellations affirms the essential unity of all things. An
invaluable study for all those interested in sacred art, Islamic Patterns is also a
rich source of inspiration for artists and designers.
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• The classic study of the cosmological principles found in the patterns of Islamic art and how they relate to
sacred geometry and the perennial philosophy.

• 150 color and black-and-white drawings of Islamic patterns.

• Explains how these patterns guide the mind from the mundane world of appearances to its underlying
reality.

For centuries the nature and meaning of Islamic art has been wrongly regarded in the West as mere
decoration. In truth, because the portrayal of human and animal forms has always been discouraged on
Islamic religious principles that forbid idolatry, the abstract art of Islam represents the sophisticated
development of a nonnaturalistic tradition. Through this tradition, Islamic art has maintained its chief aim:
the affirmation of unity as expressed in diversity.

In this fascinating study the author explores the idea that unlike medieval Christian art, in which the
polarization of such forms and patterns was relegated to a background against which to set sacred images,
the geometrical patterns of Islamic art can reveal the intrinsic cosmological laws affecting all creation. Their
primary function is to guide the mind from the mundane world of appearances toward its underlying reality.

Numerous drawings connect the art of Islam to the Pythagorean science of mathematics, and through these
images we can see how an Earth-centered view of the cosmos provides renewed significance to those
number patterns produced by the orbits of the planets. The author shows the essential philosophical and
practical basis of every art creation--whether a tile, carpet, or wall--and how this use of mathematical
tessellations affirms the essential unity of all things. An invaluable study for all those interested in sacred art,
Islamic Patterns is also a rich source of inspiration for artists and designers.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A masterly exposition of Islamic pattern and the underlying cosmological principles." (Art Review)

About the Author
Keith Critchlow is Director of Research and Director of Visual Islamic and Traditional Arts at the Prince of
Wales Institute of Architecture. An internationally known lecturer on Islamic art, he is the author of
Pythagorean Geometry. He lives in England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martha Robertson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Islamic Patterns: An Analytical
and Cosmological Approach will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal
book with you?

Steven Thomas:

The reserve with title Islamic Patterns: An Analytical and Cosmological Approach contains a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Belinda Bedard:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Islamic Patterns: An Analytical and
Cosmological Approach was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Islamic
Patterns: An Analytical and Cosmological Approach has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try
to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.



Jennifer Smith:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source in which
filled update of news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just seeking the Islamic Patterns: An Analytical and Cosmological Approach when you
desired it?
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