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A runaway seeks Harper Lee for answers

Sometimes the things that need to be discovered aren't so easily found at home.
Erin is certain that this is true in her case. A book is all that connects Erin to her
mother, who died when she was a baby. But how much can Erin really learn
about her mother from a tattered copy of To Kill a Mockingbird? On the eve of
her sixteenth birthday, Erin decides it's finally time to find out. And so begins her
bus journey from Minnesota to Alabama in search of Harper Lee, the reclusive
author of Mockingbird.

In a novel full of quirky characters, strange coincidences, and on-the-road
adventures, Loretta Ellsworth deftly traces a unique voyage of self-discovery.
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A runaway seeks Harper Lee for answers

Sometimes the things that need to be discovered aren't so easily found at home. Erin is certain that this is true
in her case. A book is all that connects Erin to her mother, who died when she was a baby. But how much
can Erin really learn about her mother from a tattered copy of To Kill a Mockingbird? On the eve of her
sixteenth birthday, Erin decides it's finally time to find out. And so begins her bus journey from Minnesota to
Alabama in search of Harper Lee, the reclusive author of Mockingbird.

In a novel full of quirky characters, strange coincidences, and on-the-road adventures, Loretta Ellsworth
deftly traces a unique voyage of self-discovery.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 7–10—It's 1986 in St. Paul, MN, and Erin is about to turn 16 when her father announces that he's
marrying his girlfriend. Her brothers are thrilled, but what the teen really wants is for her dad to talk about
her mother, who died when she was a baby, and whose dog-eared copy of To Kill a Mockingbird has inspired
the girl to become a writer. When her dad surprises her with her mother's diary, Erin learns that she, too, had
wanted to be a writer. Angry that her father kept the diary from her until now and feeling out of place in her
evolving family, she makes the sudden decision to take a one-way bus trip to Monroeville, AL, to talk to
Harper Lee. This is a slender book, interesting in its journal-styled layout but short on character, background,
and plot development. While there are some moments of identifiable teen emotion, Erin and her father are as
one-dimensional as the helpful characters the teen meets on her trip. Readers who haven't read Mockingbird
will wonder what the fuss is about, and those who have may feel that Ellsworth's book doesn't quite do it
justice. Occasional '80s details add some nostalgic flair, but the choice of this period seems wholly
unnecessary. Ultimately, this book fails to draw readers into real emotional connection to Erin or her rather
superficial journey. The happy ending, in which she has a chance run-in with the author in a diner and makes
up with her father, is pleasant enough, but predictable. A thin read that falls short of a promising
premise.—Riva Pollard, The Winsor School Library, Boston
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Reeling from her dad's announcement that he is engaged, Erin decides to run away from St. Paul, Minnesota.
Her plan? To search for Harper Lee, who was her late mother's favorite author. Erin won't be 16 until the
next day, so her escape vehicle is a Greyhound bus headed south to Monroeville, Alabama, Harper Lee's
hometown. In this light, contemporary quest story, set in 1986, Ellsworth paints a portrait of an unhappy yet
talented teenager caught in a male-dominated family. Erin meets a variety of interesting characters along her
journey, including large, redheaded, twentysomething Epp Gobarth, who listens and, out of concern, joins
her on her mission. Ellsworth's story shows just how easily poor communication with adults can sidetrack
and endanger teens, and how clear talk and caring can rescue them. Suggest this as a follow-up to Lee's
classic novel. Frances Bradburn
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

Praise for Loretta Ellsworth’s The Shrouding Woman:

ALA Amelia Bloomer Feminist Book for Youth
2005 Rebecca Caudill Young Readers’ Book Award Master List
CCBC Choices 2003

“[This book] gently breaks new ground for children in removing some of the mystery from what some view
as our last remaining obscenity, death. An important offering from a very talented newcomer.” —School
Library Journal

“[An] intriguing topic, responsible period research, and skillful thematic development make this an
accessible and unthreatening introduction to a neglected area of women’s history.” —The Bulletin of the
Center for Children’s Books

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brenda Taylor:

The actual book In Search of Mockingbird has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a
lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning
this book.

Henry Evans:

Why? Because this In Search of Mockingbird is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting
for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Laquita Horton:

You will get this In Search of Mockingbird by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various.
Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era
similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Jose Said:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this In Search of Mockingbird can make you feel more interested to read.
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