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Thomas Jefferson envisioned a nation of citizens deeply involved in public life.
Today Americans are lamenting the erosion of his ideal. What happened in the
intervening centuries? Daniel Kemmis argues that our loss of capacity for public
life (which impedes our ability to resolve crucial issues) parallels our loss of a
sense of place. A renewed sense of inhabitation, he maintains —of community
rooted in place and of people dwelling in that place in a practiced way—can
shape politics into a more cooperative and more humanly satisfying enterprise,
producing better people, better communities, and better places.

The author emphasizes the importance of place by analyzing problems and
possibilities of public life in a particular place— those northern states whose
settlement marked the end of the old frontier. National efforts to “keep citizens
apart” by encouraging them to develop open country and rely upon impersonal,
procedural methods for public problems have bred stalemate, frustration, and
alienation. As alternatives he suggests how western patterns of inhabitation might
engender a more cooperative, face-to-face practice of public life.

Community and the Politics of Place also examines our ambivalence about the
relationship between cities and rural areas and about the role of corporations in
public life. The book offers new insight into the relationship between politics and
economics and addresses the question of whether the nation-state is an
appropriate entity for the practice of either discipline. The author draws upon the
growing literature of civic republicanism for both a language and a vantage point
from which to address problems in American public life, but he criticizes that
literature for its failure to consider place.

Though its focus on a single region lends concreteness to its discussions,
Community and the Politics of Place promotes a better understanding of the
quality of public life today in all regions of the United States.
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Thomas Jefferson envisioned a nation of citizens deeply involved in public life. Today Americans are
lamenting the erosion of his ideal. What happened in the intervening centuries? Daniel Kemmis argues that
our loss of capacity for public life (which impedes our ability to resolve crucial issues) parallels our loss of a
sense of place. A renewed sense of inhabitation, he maintains —of community rooted in place and of people
dwelling in that place in a practiced way—can shape politics into a more cooperative and more humanly
satisfying enterprise, producing better people, better communities, and better places.

The author emphasizes the importance of place by analyzing problems and possibilities of public life in a
particular place— those northern states whose settlement marked the end of the old frontier. National efforts
to “keep citizens apart” by encouraging them to develop open country and rely upon impersonal, procedural
methods for public problems have bred stalemate, frustration, and alienation. As alternatives he suggests how
western patterns of inhabitation might engender a more cooperative, face-to-face practice of public life.

Community and the Politics of Place also examines our ambivalence about the relationship between cities
and rural areas and about the role of corporations in public life. The book offers new insight into the
relationship between politics and economics and addresses the question of whether the nation-state is an
appropriate entity for the practice of either discipline. The author draws upon the growing literature of civic
republicanism for both a language and a vantage point from which to address problems in American public
life, but he criticizes that literature for its failure to consider place.

Though its focus on a single region lends concreteness to its discussions, Community and the Politics of
Place promotes a better understanding of the quality of public life today in all regions of the United States.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Daniel Kemmis, a senior fellow at the Northern Light Research and Education Institute (Missoula,
Montana), is a former minority leader and speaker of the Montana House of Representatives and is presently
the mayor of Missoula.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amado Spieker:

Community and the Politics of Place can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Community and the Politics of Place but
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
considering.

Robert Thomas:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Community and
the Politics of Place offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Marjorie Ishee:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Community and the Politics of Place can be
the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Sheri Combs:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that



problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Community and the Politics
of Place.
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