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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Influential theologian and pastor Boyd (Letters from a Skeptic) is not, per se, a confident Christian. Indeed,
he wrestles with doubt, and believes other Christians should also. The author inveighs against Christian
environments where questioning matters of faith is suspect, and expressing doubt is considered "misguided,
self-indulgent, idolatrous, and even dangerous." An autobiographical and theological refutation of the
glorification of Christian certitude, this book is a narrative of skeptic solidarity and essay on Christian doubt.
It proves a comforting read for anyone struggling with the faith handed to them and a challenge to Christians
who rely on cognitive conviction. Boyd bluntly argues that a covenantal relationship with God through Jesus
is preferred to psychological certainty, developing his argument solidly with reference to his own story and
the narrative of Scripture. Although a bit long and occasionally tedious, this book is highly recommended for
skeptic and Christian alike; it could well breathe new life into the dwindling embers of a person's faith.

From the Back Cover
Let your questions lead you to a stronger faith

Have you ever struggled with doubts about your faith? Has the Bible sometimes felt like a shaky foundation?
Are you afraid to talk about it for fear of judgment from those who seem to have it all figured out?

Gregory Boyd knows how you feel. For him, faith has been anything but certain. In Benefit of the Doubt, he
invites you to embrace a faith that doesn't strive for certainty but rather for commitment to Christ in the
midst of uncertainty. Join him as he shares with poignant honesty his own inspirational journey, offering
reassurance that you can experience a life-transforming relationship with Christ, even with unresolved
questions about the Bible, theology, and ethics.

"Even when certainty is inaccessible, commitment remains an option. Greg Boyd is incapable of
uninteresting thoughts. And this book is not merely thoughtful; it will be a tremendous help to doubters (and
non-doubters) everywhere."--John Ortberg, author of Who Is This Man?; pastor of Menlo Park Presbyterian
Church

"Boyd has gotten used to exploring new territory, and in this book he dives into the issue of doubt and
certainty--and recovers the lost treasure of Christlike humility and childlike wonder. Enjoy."--Shane
Claiborne, author, activist, and lover of Jesus; www.thesimpleway.org

"Benefit of the Doubt is a deeply personal yet profoundly theological look at the important role of doubt in
the Christian faith. Prepare to feel a little less crazy, a little less alone, and a lot more challenged to take the
risk of following Jesus with your head and heart engaged. Boyd is the best sort of company for the journey."-
-Rachel Held Evans, blogger at www.rachelheldevans.com; author of Evolving in Monkey Town and A Year
of Biblical Womanhood

"If you're a Christian who wrestles with doubt or you know someone who does, Benefit of the Doubt is one
of the best books ever written on the subject."--Frank Viola, author of God's Favorite Place on Earth;
www.frankviola.org

Gregory A. Boyd (PhD, Princeton Theological Seminary) is the senior pastor at Woodland Hills Church in



St. Paul, Minnesota, and the founder of ReKnew. He is the author or coauthor of numerous books, including
Letters from a Skeptic, Is God to Blame?, Repenting of Religion, and Across the Spectrum.

About the Author
Gregory A. Boyd (PhD, Princeton Theological Seminary), formerly professor of theology at Bethel
University, is senior pastor of Woodland Hills Church in St. Paul, Minnesota, where average attendance has
grown to 5,000 since he helped plant the church in 1

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Drew:

Within other case, little people like to read book Benefit of the Doubt: Breaking the Idol of Certainty. You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book
Benefit of the Doubt: Breaking the Idol of Certainty. You can add information and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Jaime Leflore:

The e-book with title Benefit of the Doubt: Breaking the Idol of Certainty includes a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise
the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Florence Adams:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Benefit of the Doubt: Breaking the Idol of Certainty this book consist a lot
of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Lily Winstead:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or



to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Benefit of the Doubt: Breaking the Idol of Certainty can make you feel
more interested to read.
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