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What is Sociolinguistics? is a tour through the major issues that define the field,
such as region, status, gender, time, language attitudes, interaction, and style,
while also exploring the sociolinguistics of multilingualism, culture and
ethnicity, language contact, and education, all introduced with excitement,
humor, and deep knowledge.

Explores the sociolinguistics of multilingualism, culture and ethnicity, language●

contact, and education
Provides useful and clear learning features including numerous innovative ●

exercises and project ideas, spotlighted research readings, glossary terms,
chapter summaries, and text boxes
The Companion Website for Instructors (www.wiley.com/go/vanherkprofs) has●

PowerPoint slides for each chapter with suggestions for framing class
discussions and exercises, further examples on concepts discussed in the book,
tips on additional readings to bring in, and ready-to-go slides for class
presentation.
The Companion Website for Students (www.wiley.com/go/vanherk) includes●

links for every chapter from standard sociolinguistic tools to links designed to
spark discussion relevant to each chapter, including video clips, oral histories,
articles, and more.
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Editorial Review

Review
“This is a delightfully engaging introduction to the passionate purpose of sociolinguistics. Van Herk is a
masterful guide who personally escorts students on an informative, entertaining tour of the field. Students
experience sociolinguistics through the perfect blend of substance, interaction, and autobiographical
perspective.” – Walt Wolfram, North Carolina State University

“What is Sociolinguistics offers a refreshingly different take on many of the standard, key concepts in the
field.  It is funny, clear, and distinctly personal, providing essential information about sociolinguistics and
referring students to a host of other works that can take them deeper if they wish.” – John Rickford, Stanford
University

From the Back Cover
"I'm sitting here in Newfoundland, in Canada, writing a book about sociolinguistics, and you're out there
somewhere, starting to read it. If you were here and could hear me talk -- especially if you were Canadian,
especially if you had some training -- you could tell a lot about me. When I speak English, most people can
tell I'm North American (I pronounce schedule with a [sk] sound), Canadian (I rhyme shone with gone, not
bone), and probably from Quebec (I keep my socks in a bureau). And if I was wherever you are, I could
probably tell a lot about your speech community and where you fit into it. The fact that we can do this is one
of the things that interest sociolinguists..."

It's rare to encounter a textbook that one will want to read cover to cover. But Gerard van Herk has written
exactly that, introducing students to the field of sociolinguistics as the best teachers do: with excitement,
humor, and deep knowledge. What is Sociolinguistics? is a tour through the major issues that define the
field, such as region, status, gender, time, language attitudes, interaction, and style, while also exploring the
sociolinguistics of multilingualism, culture and ethnicity, language contact, and education.

The chapters contains useful and clear features including:

Numerous innovative exercises and●

Spotlighted research, where the author introduces some key concepts discussed in foundational research●

and offers suggestions for reading the primary literature
Further readings, glossary terms, chapter summaries, and text boxes that explore introduced concepts in●

greater depth for interested students
The companion website offers PowerPoint slides for instructors and sample answers to questions, while●

providing students with further resources, including sound files and carefully curated links for further
study.

About the Author
Gerard Van Herk is a Canada Research Chair in Regional Language and Oral Text at Memorial University
of Newfoundland. He has researched and written on varieties of the English language and is the editor of
Data Collection in Sociolinguistics: Methods and Applications (eds. with C. Mallinson and B. Childs, 2013).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adam Cohn:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is usually What Is Sociolinguistics?.

Joseph Alderete:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This What Is Sociolinguistics? is simple to
create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space
to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Violet Murray:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This kind of What Is Sociolinguistics? can give you a lot of friends
because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So ,
why hesitate? Let's have What Is Sociolinguistics?.

John Moreno:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and What Is Sociolinguistics? or others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more
and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes What Is
Sociolinguistics? to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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