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Red oozes from the patient's gums. He has a rushing headache and the whites of
his eyes look like lemons. He will likely die within days.
   Here is the true story of how four Americans and one Cuban tracked down a
killer, one of the word's most vicious plagues: yellow fever. Set in fever-stricken
Cuba, the reader feels the heavy air, smell the stench of disease, hear the whine
of mosquitoes biting human volunteers during the surreal experiments. Exploring
themes of courage, cooperation, and the ethics of human experimentation, this
gripping account is ultimately a story of the triumph of science.
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Red oozes from the patient's gums. He has a rushing headache and the whites of his eyes look like lemons.
He will likely die within days.
   Here is the true story of how four Americans and one Cuban tracked down a killer, one of the word's most
vicious plagues: yellow fever. Set in fever-stricken Cuba, the reader feels the heavy air, smell the stench of
disease, hear the whine of mosquitoes biting human volunteers during the surreal experiments. Exploring
themes of courage, cooperation, and the ethics of human experimentation, this gripping account is ultimately
a story of the triumph of science.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 6–10—This medical mystery is extremely interesting, easy to read, and well illustrated with period
photos. It's the story of Walter Reed and his team of U.S. Army doctors who went to Cuba in 1900 to study
yellow fever and determine how it was spread. It was important in light of the United States's involvement in
a war with Spain for Cuba's freedom and for future developments in South America. Yellow fever outbreaks,
such as the one in Philadelphia in 1793, had long plagued America and her neighbors to the south, but
despite advances in bacteriology, no progress had been made in discovering how the disease was spread.
Jurmain explains Reed's approach to the scientific problem and how it changed over time as more was
learned. The individual doctors and volunteers involved are brought to life by the author's use of primary
sources such as letters, reports, etc. How the team eventually discovered and then verified that yellow fever
was spread by mosquitoes was a combination of luck, good scientific practices, and careful note keeping.
Young people interested in medicine or scientific discovery will find this book engrossing, as will history
students. End matter includes short biographical sketches of all the volunteers who took part in the
experiments, at great risk to their own lives. Exemplary nonfiction.—Robin Henry, Wakeland High School,
Frisco, TX END

Review

"With plenty of gory details . . .  Even reluctant readers will respond to the gruesome descriptions of the
disease and of brave volunteers . . . Quotations from the doctors’ letters and later accounts by other
participants gives the story an immediacy heightened by conversational writing full of questions and
cliffhangers . . .  powerful exploration of a disease that killed 100,000 U.S. citizens in the 1800s."--Kirkus
Reviews

About the Author

Suzanne Tripp Jurmain was born into a theatrical family, making her acting debut at age four and
appearing in a number of television programs during her childhood and teen years. After earning an honors
degree in English at UCLA, she worked at UCLA’s Fowler Museum before becoming a freelance writer. She
has published several award-winning books for children on historical subjects, including The Secret of the
Yellow Death, and the picture books Worst of Friends: Thomas Jefferson, John Adams and the True Story of
an American Feud, George Did It, and Nice Work, Franklin!, all illustrated by Larry Day. Suzanne Jurmain
lives with her husband in Los Angeles. Visit her website at www.suzannejurmain.com.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy Rowe:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book



that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Secret of the Yellow Death: A True
Story of Medical Sleuthing is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Robert Burke:

The particular book The Secret of the Yellow Death: A True Story of Medical Sleuthing has a lot details on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Mary Gobeil:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and The Secret of the Yellow Death: A True Story of
Medical Sleuthing as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic
a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially.
Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other
book likes The Secret of the Yellow Death: A True Story of Medical Sleuthing to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Georgia Evans:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Secret of the Yellow Death: A True Story of Medical Sleuthing can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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