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In this book, Livingston develops the political implications of formal results
obtained over the course of the twentieth century in set theory, metalogic, and
computational theory. He argues that the results achieved by thinkers such as
Cantor, Russell, Godel, Turing, and Cohen, even when they suggest inherent
paradoxes and limitations to the structuring capacities of language or symbolic
thought, have far-reaching implications for understanding the nature of political
communities and their development and transformation. Alain Badiou's analysis
of logical-mathematical structures forms the backbone of his comprehensive and
provocative theory of ontology, politics, and the possibilities of radical change.
Through interpretive readings of Badiou's work as well as the texts of Giorgio
Agamben, Jacques Lacan, Jacques Derrida, Gilles Deleuze, and Ludwig
Wittgenstein, Livingston develops a formally based taxonomy of critical
positions on the nature and structure of political communities. These readings,
along with readings of Parmenides and Plato, show how the formal results can
transfigure two interrelated and ancient problems of the One and the Many: the
problem of the relationship of a Form or Idea to the many of its participants, and
the problem of the relationship of a social whole to its many constituents.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Very few philosophers can boast, not only of Paul Livingston’s breadth, but of the charity with which
he takes stock of our present philosophical 'situation.' In showing how this situation 'counts as one,' he
does not merely sum it up; rather, he produces within it what should be seen as a major philosophical
'event'." – Andrew Cutrofello, Loyola University Chicago, USA

"Livingston's remarkable book admirably demonstrates why considerations of formalism and logic
are absolutely central to our understanding of politics...Livingston beautifully brings a series of themes
animating Continental and Analytic thought into relief and, in doing so, opens new possibilities for
debate and discussion. It is likely that this book will be a key reference in discussions surrounding
Continental theory for years to come." – Levi R. Bryant, Collin College, USA in Notre Dame
Philosophical Reviews

"The Politics of Logic is a major contribution to contemporary philosophy, very demanding and
thought provoking, setting the highest standards for research in modern philosophy, and philosophy
of language in particular." – Piotr Stalmaszczyk, University of Lodz, Poland in Marx and Philosophy
Review of Books

About the Author

Paul M. Livingston is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the University of New Mexico. He writes on
philosophy of language, philosophy of mind, and political philosophy, both analytic and continental. His
previous books are: Philosophical History and the Problem of Consciousness (Cambridge, 2004) and
Philosophy and the Vision of Language (Routledge, 2008).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathleen Edwards:

The ability that you get from The Politics of Logic: Badiou, Wittgenstein, and the Consequences of
Formalism (Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) could be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to recognise but The Politics of Logic: Badiou, Wittgenstein, and the Consequences of
Formalism (Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this kind of The Politics of Logic: Badiou, Wittgenstein, and the
Consequences of Formalism (Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) instantly.



Jeff Wheeler:

The reason why? Because this The Politics of Logic: Badiou, Wittgenstein, and the Consequences of
Formalism (Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means.
So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Audrey Stockman:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Politics of Logic: Badiou, Wittgenstein, and
the Consequences of Formalism (Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy), you may enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Laura Bradberry:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It ok you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Politics
of Logic: Badiou, Wittgenstein, and the Consequences of Formalism (Routledge Studies in Contemporary
Philosophy) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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