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If the military were a business, would you buy shares? Over recent years,
Western armed forces, particularly the US, have been costing more yet achieving
less. At the same time, austerity measures are reducing defence budgets. This
book uses defence data to examine the workings of modern Western militaries
and explore what kind of strategies can overcome this gap between input and
output. Instead of focusing on military strategy, Mikkel Vedby Rasmussen seeks
to draw on the ideas of business strategy to assess alternative business cases -
reforming military HR to combat instability in the 'Global South' or utilising new
technologies to overcome the prohibitive costs of current systems. Analysing the
philosophical, strategic and budgetary underpinnings of these alternatives, he
concludes that a more radical break from current military organisational practices
is needed which would allow them to fit within a nation's overall national
security system without ever-increasing budgets.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Why are Western armed forces achieving less and costing more, asks the author. Why, we might add, if the
trend continues they seem to be fated to occupy a modest evolutionary niche? Rasmussen has produced not
only a lucid, informed and compelling critique of the West's failed military business model but also a set of
prescriptions it would be wise to take on board before it is too late."
Christopher Coker, London School of Economics and Political Science

"In this brilliant book, Rasmussen explores why states are getting ever less bang for their bucks. Finding that
defence "shopping lists" have replaced "strategy", he draws on business studies to show how Western
militaries need to be redesigned for the 21st century. In an age of continued austerity, with Europe facing
military challenges to the east and the south, this really is an essential read."
Theo Farrell, Head of the Department of War Studies, King's College London

About the Author
Mikkel Vedby Rasmussen is a professor at the University of Copenhagen. He is currently on leave working
on policy development in the Danish Ministry of Defence. Rasmussen has previously headed the Centre for
Military Studies and the Danish Institute for Military Studies in Copenhagen. He was published widely on
security and defence matters, including The Risk Society at War (Cambridge University Press, 2006).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Page:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Military's Business: Designing Military Power for the Future. Try
to face the book The Military's Business: Designing Military Power for the Future as your close friend. It
means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Rodney Sierra:

This The Military's Business: Designing Military Power for the Future are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Military's Business: Designing Military
Power for the Future can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this The Military's Business: Designing Military Power for the Future forcing you
to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that



we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jesse Harrison:

Beside this particular The Military's Business: Designing Military Power for the Future in your phone, it
could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have The Military's Business: Designing Military Power for the Future because
this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what
it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this?
Find this book in addition to read it from today!

John Bergeron:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Military's Business: Designing
Military Power for the Future to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about
book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside
that the guide The Military's Business: Designing Military Power for the Future can to be your new friend
when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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