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The antihero prevails in recent American drama television series. Characters such
as mobster kingpin Tony Soprano (The Sopranos), meth cook and gangster-in-
the-making Walter White (Breaking Bad) and serial killer Dexter Morgan
(Dexter) are not morally good, so how do these television series make us engage
in these morally bad main characters? And what does this tell us about our moral
psychological make-up, and more specifically, about the moral psychology of
fiction?

Vaage argues that the fictional status of these series deactivates rational,
deliberate moral evaluation, making the spectator rely on moral emotions and
intuitions that are relatively easy to manipulate with narrative strategies.
Nevertheless, she also argues that these series regularly encourage reactivation of
deliberate, moral evaluation. In so doing, these fictional series can teach us
something about ourselves as moral beings--what our moral intuitions and
emotions are, and how these might differ from deliberate, moral evaluation.
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The antihero prevails in recent American drama television series. Characters such as mobster kingpin Tony
Soprano (The Sopranos), meth cook and gangster-in-the-making Walter White (Breaking Bad) and serial
killer Dexter Morgan (Dexter) are not morally good, so how do these television series make us engage in
these morally bad main characters? And what does this tell us about our moral psychological make-up, and
more specifically, about the moral psychology of fiction?

Vaage argues that the fictional status of these series deactivates rational, deliberate moral evaluation, making
the spectator rely on moral emotions and intuitions that are relatively easy to manipulate with narrative
strategies. Nevertheless, she also argues that these series regularly encourage reactivation of deliberate,
moral evaluation. In so doing, these fictional series can teach us something about ourselves as moral beings--
what our moral intuitions and emotions are, and how these might differ from deliberate, moral evaluation.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Combining an informative survey of salient research in psychology and phil-osophical aesthetics with
careful conceptual analysis and close examinationsof well-known television series, Margrethe Bruun Vaage's
book offers a freshperspective on the nature of contemporary American television drama and theways it
engages viewers. Exemplifying the virtues of the best interdisciplinaryscholarship in the humanities, this
book opens up new avenues of research fortelevision studies scholars, cognitivist theorists, and philosophers
of film, andwill also appeal to any students or scholars with an interest in the question ofwhat makes
characters like Tony Soprano and Walter White so compelling."--Ted Nannicelli, University ofQueensland,
Australia

About the Author

Margrethe Bruun Vaage is Lecturer in the Film Department at the University of Kent, UK

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Johnny Powers:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Antihero in American Television (Routledge
Advances in Television Studies) was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book The Antihero in American Television (Routledge
Advances in Television Studies) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship with the book The Antihero in American Television (Routledge Advances in Television
Studies). You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Kathleen Duff:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this The Antihero in American Television (Routledge Advances in Television Studies), you may tells
your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a book.



Jennifer Wilson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled The Antihero in American Television (Routledge
Advances in Television Studies) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mary Lamm:

You may get this The Antihero in American Television (Routledge Advances in Television Studies) by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.
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