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For almost ten years, Samuel Mockbee, a recent MacArthur Grant recipient, and
his architecture students at Auburn University have been designing and building
striking houses and community buildings for impoverished residents of
Alabama's Hale County. Using salvaged lumber and bricks, discarded tires, hay
and waste cardboard bales, concrete rubble, colored bottles, and old license
plates, they create inexpensive buildings that bear the trademark of Mockbee's
work, which he describes as "contemporary modernism grounded in Southern
culture."In a time of unexampled prosperity, when architectural attention focuses
on big, glossy urban projects, the Rural Studio provides an alternative of
substance. In addition to being a social welfare venture, the Rural Studio--
"Taliesin South" as Mockbee calls it--is also an educational experiment and a
prod to the architectural profession to act on its best instincts. In giving students
hands-on experience in designing and building something real, it extends their
education beyond paper architecture. And in scavenging and reusing a variety of
unusual materials, it is a model of sustainable architecture. The work of Rural
Studio has struck such a chord-both architecturally and socially--that it has been
featured on Oprah, Nightline, and CBS News, as well as in Time and People
magazines.The Studio has completed more than a dozen projects, including the
Bryant "Hay Bale" House, Harris "Butterfly" House, Yancey Chapel, Akron
Chapel, Children's Center, H.E.R.O. Playground, Lewis House, Super Sheds and
Pods, Spencer House addition, Farmer's Market, Mason's Bend Community
Center, Goat House, and Shannon-Dutley House. These buildings, along with the
incredible story of the Rural Studio, the people who live there, and Mockbee and
his student architects, are detailed in this colorful book, the first on the subject."I
tell my students, it's got to be warm, dry, and noble"--Samuel Mockbee
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For almost ten years, Samuel Mockbee, a recent MacArthur Grant recipient, and his architecture students at
Auburn University have been designing and building striking houses and community buildings for
impoverished residents of Alabama's Hale County. Using salvaged lumber and bricks, discarded tires, hay
and waste cardboard bales, concrete rubble, colored bottles, and old license plates, they create inexpensive
buildings that bear the trademark of Mockbee's work, which he describes as "contemporary modernism
grounded in Southern culture."In a time of unexampled prosperity, when architectural attention focuses on
big, glossy urban projects, the Rural Studio provides an alternative of substance. In addition to being a social
welfare venture, the Rural Studio--"Taliesin South" as Mockbee calls it--is also an educational experiment
and a prod to the architectural profession to act on its best instincts. In giving students hands-on experience
in designing and building something real, it extends their education beyond paper architecture. And in
scavenging and reusing a variety of unusual materials, it is a model of sustainable architecture. The work of
Rural Studio has struck such a chord-both architecturally and socially--that it has been featured on Oprah,
Nightline, and CBS News, as well as in Time and People magazines.The Studio has completed more than a
dozen projects, including the Bryant "Hay Bale" House, Harris "Butterfly" House, Yancey Chapel, Akron
Chapel, Children's Center, H.E.R.O. Playground, Lewis House, Super Sheds and Pods, Spencer House
addition, Farmer's Market, Mason's Bend Community Center, Goat House, and Shannon-Dutley House.
These buildings, along with the incredible story of the Rural Studio, the people who live there, and Mockbee
and his student architects, are detailed in this colorful book, the first on the subject."I tell my students, it's got
to be warm, dry, and noble"--Samuel Mockbee
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The genius of an architect who made beautiful and functional homes out of inexpensive materials is
celebrated in Rural Studio: Samuel Mockbee and an Architecture of Decency. The book showcases work
Mockbee (1944-2002) undertook in Hale County, Ala., where he recruited architecture students to help
design and build free homes for impoverished residents. Andrea Oppenheimer Dean, a former executive
editor at Architecture magazine, and photographer Timothy Hursley, an architectural photographer who has
been documenting Rural Studio for nine years, present 132 color and 12 b&w photos of the warm, modern
homes (which often incorporate recycled and natural materials like tires and hay bales) and discuss them
with Mockbee, his students and the home owners. The work has been featured on Oprah, Nightline, CBS
News and in Time and People.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This book is a revelation. It displays, for the first time in book form, the accomplishments of one of the most
celebrated architectural studios in America, the Rural Studio, led by Samuel Mockbee of the Auburn
University School of Architecture. Mockbee ran this studio for ten years until his tragic death from leukemia
last year at the age of 57, a year after winning a MacArthur genius award. His students and associates created
some of the most interesting and innovative architecture in the United States by serving the humblest needs
of some of the poorest people in the most neglected counties of Alabama and Mississippi. About a dozen
houses, churches, playgrounds, pavilions, and community centers are represented here in elegant
photographs by Hursley, the unofficial photographer of the studio, and in concentrated prose by Dean, a
former executive editor of Architecture magazine. The book includes descriptions of each project, interviews
with students and clients, instructive essays on key topics, and a complete bibliography of the Rural Studio.
Recommended to studio art as well as architecture programs. Peter Kaufman, Boston Architectural Ctr.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review
Hale County, Alabama, is one of the least likely places on earth to find great architecture. Poor, black, and
mostly ignored since Walker Evans and James Agee brought it to world attention in 1939 in Let Us Now
Praise Famous Men, Hale is "a left-behind place," explain Andrea Oppenheimer Dean and Timothy Hursley
in the introduction to their remarkable book. But the hardscrabble land and its proud residents "seduced"
Samuel Mockbee and has inspired the Auburn University students who operate out of the Rural Studio that
Mockbee established there. The result is a legacy of extraordinary buildings - small in scale, miniscule in
budget, but great in spirit and design.

Mockbee, who died at the end of last year, had strong convictions about the role of architects in our society
and the need to teach students how to serve their communities. A big man who knew how to have a good
time, Mockbee anchored his work and his teaching in a fierce sense of place. You can't understand his
architecture without knowing about the land and the people for whom it was created.

This book reflects those ideas. A graceful introduction explains Mockbee, his motivations and his methods,
then gives way to a series of chapters rooted in the places - Mason's Bend, Newbern, Sawyerville,
Greensboro, Thomaston, and Akron - where the Rural Studio has built. Dean who is a contributing editor of
Record, typically begins her descriptions of projects with the people who live in or use them, just the way



Mockbee and his students began each project. Photographs show the untidy belongings and loving touches
residents have added to their houses. Beat-up bicycles, embroidered tablecloths, and plastic furniture feel
perfect in here.

The book also includes a short section of "Interviews with Students, a Teacher, and a Client," an essay by
Lawrence Chua on "The Rural Mythology of Samuel Mockbee," and an essay by the photographer Cervin
Robinson on the different approaches photographers from Evans to Hursley have taken in capturing the
character of Hale County. Like Mockbee himself, this book impresses with its clear-eyed view of real life
and its sense of conviction. -Architectural Record

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Stricklin:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Rural Studio:
Samuel Mockbee and an Architecture of Decency? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Raul Warren:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Rural Studio: Samuel
Mockbee and an Architecture of Decency that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Rural Studio: Samuel Mockbee
and an Architecture of Decency become your current starter.

Gloria Castaldo:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find
publication that need more time to be read. Rural Studio: Samuel Mockbee and an Architecture of Decency
can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Michael Major:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a



book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Rural Studio: Samuel Mockbee and an Architecture of Decency provide you with a new
experience in looking at a book.
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