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Worshiped throughout the ancient Mediterranean world, the "Mother of the
Gods" was known by a variety of names. Among peoples of Asia Minor, where
her cult first began, she often shared the names of local mountains. The Greeks
commonly called her Cybele, the name given to her by the Phrygians of Asia
Minor, and identified her with their own mother goddesses Rhea, Gaia, and
Demeter. The Romans adopted her worship at the end of the Second Punic War
and called her Mater Magna, Great Mother. Her cult became one of the three
most important mystery cults in the Roman Empire, along with those of Mithras
and Isis. And as Christianity took hold in the Roman world, ritual elements of her
cult were incorporated into the burgeoning cult of the Virgin Mary.

In Mother of the Gods, Philippe Borgeaud traces the journey of this divine figure
through Asia Minor, Greece, and Rome between the sixth century B.C. and the
fourth century A.D. He examines how the Mother of the Gods was integrated
into specific cultures, what she represented to those who worshiped her, and how
she was used as a symbol in art, myth, and even politics. The Mother of the Gods
was often seen as a dualistic figure: ancestral and foreign, aristocratic and
disreputable, nurturing and dangerous. Borgeaud's challenging and nuanced
portrait opens new windows on the ancient world's sophisticated religious beliefs
and shifting cultural identities.
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Worshiped throughout the ancient Mediterranean world, the "Mother of the Gods" was known by a variety of
names. Among peoples of Asia Minor, where her cult first began, she often shared the names of local
mountains. The Greeks commonly called her Cybele, the name given to her by the Phrygians of Asia Minor,
and identified her with their own mother goddesses Rhea, Gaia, and Demeter. The Romans adopted her
worship at the end of the Second Punic War and called her Mater Magna, Great Mother. Her cult became one
of the three most important mystery cults in the Roman Empire, along with those of Mithras and Isis. And as
Christianity took hold in the Roman world, ritual elements of her cult were incorporated into the burgeoning
cult of the Virgin Mary.

In Mother of the Gods, Philippe Borgeaud traces the journey of this divine figure through Asia Minor,
Greece, and Rome between the sixth century B.C. and the fourth century A.D. He examines how the Mother
of the Gods was integrated into specific cultures, what she represented to those who worshiped her, and how
she was used as a symbol in art, myth, and even politics. The Mother of the Gods was often seen as a
dualistic figure: ancestral and foreign, aristocratic and disreputable, nurturing and dangerous. Borgeaud's
challenging and nuanced portrait opens new windows on the ancient world's sophisticated religious beliefs
and shifting cultural identities.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandi Cardoza:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Mother of the Gods: From Cybele to
the Virgin Mary book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Sheri Furlong:

This book untitled Mother of the Gods: From Cybele to the Virgin Mary to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Debbie Luken:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is Mother of the Gods: From Cybele to the Virgin Mary. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Sandra Fritz:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Mother of the Gods: From Cybele to the Virgin Mary. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location
to other place.
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