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The philosopher and novelist Ayn Rand (1905–1982) is a cultural phenomenon.
Her books have sold more than twenty-eight million copies, and countless
individuals speak of her writings as having significantly influenced their lives.
Despite her popularity, Rand’s philosophy of Objectivism has received little
serious attention from academic philosophers.

Concepts and Their Role in Knowledge offers scholarly analysis of key elements
of Ayn Rand’s radically new approach to epistemology. The four essays, by
contributors intimately familiar with this area of her work, discuss Rand’s theory
of concepts—including its new account of abstraction and essence—and its
central role in her epistemology; how that view leads to a distinctive conception
of the justification of knowledge; her realist account of perceptual awareness and
its role in the acquisition of knowledge; and finally, the implications of that
theory for understanding the growth of scientific knowledge. The volume
concludes with critical commentary on the essays by distinguished philosophers
with differing philosophical viewpoints and the author’s responses to those
commentaries.

This is the second book published in Ayn Rand Society Philosophical Studies,
which was developed in conjunction with the Ayn Rand Society to offer a fuller
scholarly understanding of this highly original and influential thinker. The Ayn
Rand Society, an affiliated group of the American Philosophical Association,
Eastern Division, seeks to foster scholarly study by philosophers of the
philosophical thought and writings of Ayn Rand. 
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The philosopher and novelist Ayn Rand (1905–1982) is a cultural phenomenon. Her books have sold more
than twenty-eight million copies, and countless individuals speak of her writings as having significantly
influenced their lives. Despite her popularity, Rand’s philosophy of Objectivism has received little serious
attention from academic philosophers.

Concepts and Their Role in Knowledge offers scholarly analysis of key elements of Ayn Rand’s radically
new approach to epistemology. The four essays, by contributors intimately familiar with this area of her
work, discuss Rand’s theory of concepts—including its new account of abstraction and essence—and its
central role in her epistemology; how that view leads to a distinctive conception of the justification of
knowledge; her realist account of perceptual awareness and its role in the acquisition of knowledge; and
finally, the implications of that theory for understanding the growth of scientific knowledge. The volume
concludes with critical commentary on the essays by distinguished philosophers with differing philosophical
viewpoints and the author’s responses to those commentaries.

This is the second book published in Ayn Rand Society Philosophical Studies, which was developed in
conjunction with the Ayn Rand Society to offer a fuller scholarly understanding of this highly original and
influential thinker. The Ayn Rand Society, an affiliated group of the American Philosophical Association,
Eastern Division, seeks to foster scholarly study by philosophers of the philosophical thought and writings of
Ayn Rand. 
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Editorial Review

Review

“A landmark set of essays, with comments and responses, exploring the implications of Rand's theories on
perception, concept-formation, definition, justification, and conceptual change in science. The publication of
this remarkable and engaging volume brings to the attention of professionals a theory of knowledge whose
depth, breadth, and nuance may surprise them.”
—Harry Binswanger, Editor, second edition of Ayn Rand’s Introduction to Objectivist Epistemology

“By locating Rand’s theory of concepts in both traditional and contemporary debates, this collection offers a
textured portrait of her distinctive view while also advancing the debates themselves. The essays are
uniformly engaging and incisive, making substantial contributions on such topics as definitions, theory
change, and epistemic justification. The crosscurrents in the comments and responses make the issues come
alive, and broader applications (such as for value theory) are apparent. Overall, a terrific contribution.”
—Tara A. Smith, University of Texas-Austin

“This second volume of Ayn Rand Society Philosophical Studies provides extensive analysis of Ayn Rand’s
epistemology, the most important—but perhaps the least well-known—part of her philosophy of
Objectivism. Contributed by scholars both sympathetic to and critical of Rand’s approach, these revealing
essays address a wide range of topics, including Rand’s unique accounts of concept-formation and
objectivity.”
—Darryl Wright, Harvey Mudd College

About the Author

Allan Gotthelf is Anthem Foundation Distinguished Fellow for Research and Teaching in Philosophy at
Rutgers University. He is the author of On Ayn Rand and Teleology, First Principles, and Scientific Method
in Aristotle’s Biology and coeditor of Philosophical Issues in Aristotle’s Biology and the forthcoming Ayn
Rand: A Companion to Her Works and Thought.

James G. Lennox is professor of history and philosophy of science at the University of Pittsburgh. He is the
author of Aristotle: On the Parts of Animals I–IVand Aristotle’s Philosophy of Biology: Studies in the
Origins of Life Science. Lennox is coeditor of Philosophical Issues in Aristotle’s Biology;Being, Nature, and
Life in Aristotle: Essays in Honor of Allan Gotthelf; and Concepts, Theories, and Rationality in the
Biological Sciences.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Kristy Taylor:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Concepts and Their Role in Knowledge: Reflections on Objectivist
Epistemology (Ayn Rand Soc Philosophical Stu) (Ayn Rand Society Philosophical Studies). Try to stumble
through book Concepts and Their Role in Knowledge: Reflections on Objectivist Epistemology (Ayn Rand
Soc Philosophical Stu) (Ayn Rand Society Philosophical Studies) as your pal. It means that it can being your
friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Lynn Jordan:

This Concepts and Their Role in Knowledge: Reflections on Objectivist Epistemology (Ayn Rand Soc
Philosophical Stu) (Ayn Rand Society Philosophical Studies) tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Concepts and Their Role in Knowledge:
Reflections on Objectivist Epistemology (Ayn Rand Soc Philosophical Stu) (Ayn Rand Society
Philosophical Studies) can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Concepts and Their Role in Knowledge: Reflections on Objectivist
Epistemology (Ayn Rand Soc Philosophical Stu) (Ayn Rand Society Philosophical Studies) giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Mary Wright:

Often the book Concepts and Their Role in Knowledge: Reflections on Objectivist Epistemology (Ayn Rand
Soc Philosophical Stu) (Ayn Rand Society Philosophical Studies) will bring someone to the new experience
of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just
read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Concepts and Their Role in Knowledge: Reflections on
Objectivist Epistemology (Ayn Rand Soc Philosophical Stu) (Ayn Rand Society Philosophical Studies) is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Rosemarie Nicoll:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is definitely
Concepts and Their Role in Knowledge: Reflections on Objectivist Epistemology (Ayn Rand Soc
Philosophical Stu) (Ayn Rand Society Philosophical Studies).
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