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The goal of this book is to foster a basic understanding of factor analytic
techniques so that readers can use them in their own research and critically
evaluate their use by other researchers. Both the underlying theory and correct
application are emphasized. The theory is presented through the mathematical
basis of the most common factor analytic models and several methods used in
factor analysis. On the application side, considerable attention is given to the
extraction problem, the rotation problem, and the interpretation of factor analytic
results. Hence, readers are given a background of understanding in the the theory
underlying factor analysis and then taken through the steps in executing a proper
analysis -- from the initial problem of design through choice of correlation
coefficient, factor extraction, factor rotation, factor interpretation, and writing up
results.

This revised edition includes introductions to newer methods -- such as
confirmatory factor analysis and structural equation modeling -- that have
revolutionized factor analysis in recent years. To help remove some of the
mystery underlying these newer, more complex methods, the introductory
examples utilize EQS and LISREL. Updated material relating to the validation of
the Comrey Personality Scales also has been added. Finally, program disks for
running factor analyses on either an IBM-compatible PC or a mainframe with
FORTRAN capabilities are available. The intended audience for this volume
includes talented but mathematically unsophisticated advanced undergraduates,
graduate students, and research workers seeking to acquire a basic understanding
of the principles supporting factor analysis.

Disks are available in 5.25" and 3.5" formats for both mainframe programs
written in Fortran and IBM PCs and compatibles running a math co-processor.
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Editorial Review

Review

...balanced, comprehensive, and clear discussions of the available options for factor-analytic statistical
models....an excellent supplement because of the discussions of different factor-analytic criteria and
comparisons between various algorithms presented in the book.
—Technometrics

...it has considerable merit as an intermediate-level text....readers will find this to be a useful (albeit
challenging) volume for increasing their knowledge of the mathematical basis of factor analysis. It contains
the most readable treatment I have found of the matrix algebra involved in factor analysis....I know of no
better source for developing an understanding of the computations involved in factor analysis.
—Contemporary Psychology

The discussions of rotational criteria, planning, design issues, factor interpretation (essential reading by
anyone using factor analysis) and the writing up of results are excellent. The description and insights into
how factor analysis was used in the development of the Comrey personality scales I found extremely useful
and informative. The blend of both theory and practice adds tremendous value to the book.
—The Statistician

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maribel Davenport:

The book untitled A First Course in Factor Analysis 2nd Ed is the guide that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of A First Course in Factor Analysis 2nd Ed from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Rosemary Lafleur:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love A First Course in
Factor Analysis 2nd Ed, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.



Delbert Storey:

A First Course in Factor Analysis 2nd Ed can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing A First Course in Factor Analysis 2nd
Ed however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
pondering.

Gwendolyn Mullins:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this A First Course in Factor Analysis 2nd Ed
guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty A First Course in Factor
Analysis 2nd Ed as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break
don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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