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Lashkar-e-Taiba is among the most powerful militants groups in South Asia and
increasingly viewed as a global terrorist threat on par with al-Qaeda. Considered
Pakistan's most powerful proxy against India, the group gained public
prominence after its deadly ten-person suicide assault on Mumbai in November
2008. By the time the last Lashkar terrorist was dead after nearly 60 hours, it
appeared the world was facing a new menace. Boasting transnational networks
stretching across several continents, there has been serious debate since 9/11 of
whether Lashkar is an al-Qaeda affiliate. The deliberate targeting of Westerners
and Jews during the Mumbai attacks raised questions about whether Lashkar was
moving deeper into al-Qaeda's orbit and perhaps on a trajectory to displace
Osama bin Laden's network as the next major global jihadi threat. Lashkar's
expansion has serious security implications for India, Pakistan, Europe and the
United States and its activities threaten to damage US-Pakistan relations. Despite
growing calls for action, Pakistan is yet to take any serious steps toward
dismantling Lashkar for fear of drawing it further into the insurgency raging
there and because of its continued utility against India. More than a militant
outfit, Lashkar also controls a vast infrastructure that delivers necessary social
services to the Pakistani populace, making it all the more difficult to dismantle.
Storming the World Stage traces the evolution of Lashkar-e-Taiba over more than
two decades to illustrate how the group grew so powerful and to assess the threat
it poses to India, the West and to Pakistan itself. The first English-language book
ever written about Lashkar, it draws on in-depth field research, including
interviews with senior Lashkar leaders, rank-and-file members, and officials of
the Pakistani security services--some of who have helped nurture the group over
the years.
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Lashkar-e-Taiba is among the most powerful militants groups in South Asia and increasingly viewed as a
global terrorist threat on par with al-Qaeda. Considered Pakistan's most powerful proxy against India, the
group gained public prominence after its deadly ten-person suicide assault on Mumbai in November 2008.
By the time the last Lashkar terrorist was dead after nearly 60 hours, it appeared the world was facing a new
menace. Boasting transnational networks stretching across several continents, there has been serious debate
since 9/11 of whether Lashkar is an al-Qaeda affiliate. The deliberate targeting of Westerners and Jews
during the Mumbai attacks raised questions about whether Lashkar was moving deeper into al-Qaeda's orbit
and perhaps on a trajectory to displace Osama bin Laden's network as the next major global jihadi threat.
Lashkar's expansion has serious security implications for India, Pakistan, Europe and the United States and
its activities threaten to damage US-Pakistan relations. Despite growing calls for action, Pakistan is yet to
take any serious steps toward dismantling Lashkar for fear of drawing it further into the insurgency raging
there and because of its continued utility against India. More than a militant outfit, Lashkar also controls a
vast infrastructure that delivers necessary social services to the Pakistani populace, making it all the more
difficult to dismantle. Storming the World Stage traces the evolution of Lashkar-e-Taiba over more than two
decades to illustrate how the group grew so powerful and to assess the threat it poses to India, the West and
to Pakistan itself. The first English-language book ever written about Lashkar, it draws on in-depth field
research, including interviews with senior Lashkar leaders, rank-and-file members, and officials of the
Pakistani security services--some of who have helped nurture the group over the years.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The most detailed and impressive account yet of the development and activities of Lashkar-e-Taiba."--
Patrick French, The Sunday Times

"This is the first work of social science research on Lashkar-e-Taiba. It reveals how diverse its activities are,
from jihad to social welfare, and how close to Pakistan's Inter-Service Intelligence (ISI) the movement is. A
vivid and detailed account of a major Islamist actor in today's world."--Christophe Jaffrelot, Critique

About the Author

Stephen Tankel is a visiting scholar at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. His research
focuses on insurgency, terrorism, the evolution of armed groups and militancy in South Asia. Tankel has
researched conflicts on the ground in Pakistan, India, Algeria, Lebanon, and the Balkans. He lives in
Washington, DC.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ryan Wysocki:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is you don't
know what kind you should start with. This Storming the World Stage: The Story of Lashkar-e-Taiba is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Margaret Watkins:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Storming the World Stage: The Story of Lashkar-e-
Taiba as your daily resource information.



Ian Louviere:

The book Storming the World Stage: The Story of Lashkar-e-Taiba will bring you to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Storming the World Stage: The Story of Lashkar-e-Taiba is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Yolanda Powers:

Beside this particular Storming the World Stage: The Story of Lashkar-e-Taiba in your phone, it might give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have Storming the World Stage: The Story of Lashkar-e-Taiba because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book
as well as read it from at this point!
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