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When the shadowy, notorious Spetsnaz were first formed, they drew on a long
Soviet tradition of elite, behind-the-lines commando forces from World War II
and even earlier. Throughout the 1960s-70s they were instrumental both in
projecting Soviet power in the Third World and in suppressing resistance within
the Warsaw pact. As a powerful, but mysterious tool of a world superpower, the
Spetsnaz have inevitably become the focus of many 'tall tales' in the West. In this
book, a peerless authority on Russia's military Special Forces debunks several of
these myths, uncovering truths that are often even more remarkable. Now, since
the chaotic dissolution of the USSR and the two Chechen Wars, Russian forces
have seen increasing modernization, involving them ever more in power-
projection, counter-insurgency and anti-terrorism and the Spetsnaz have been
deployed as a spearhead in virtually all of these operations. This book offers a
unique, absorbing guide to the secrets of the Spetsnaz, their most noteworthy
missions and personalities, but is also packed with details such as orders-of-
battle, equipment and operational doctrine.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Spetsnaz: Russia's Special Forces chronicles everything from their origins to recent headlines. The
Spetsialnogo naznacheniya (Special Designation) troops have carved out a reputation for ruthless efficiency,
proficiency and ferocity. However, the Spetsnaz seem to be rather misunderstood and to some extent even
mythologized. Mark Galeotti, an internationally recognized expert, traces their history while outlining the
evolution of their organization, missions and character. Their uniforms, equipment and weapons are detailed
in depth. Galeotti shows how the Spetsnaz are the cornerstone of a new Russian way of war that stresses
deception, surprise and speed, ensuring that they will maintain their elite status for the foreseeable future.”
?Toy Soldier & Model Figure magazine

About the Author
Professor Mark Galeotti, formerly senior lecturer in international history at Keele University, is Clinical
Professor of Global Affairs, New York University. He is a former Foreign Office adviser on Russian security
affairs, and for 15 years (1991-2006) wrote a monthly column on this for Jane's Intelligence Review. The
author lives in New York, NY.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anna Maples:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great and also important the book Spetsnaz: Russia’s Special Forces (Elite). All
type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Maria Gardner:

Here thing why this particular Spetsnaz: Russia’s Special Forces (Elite) are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. Spetsnaz: Russia’s Special Forces (Elite) giving you information deeper and different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Spetsnaz: Russia’s Special Forces (Elite).
It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing
the printed book maybe the form of Spetsnaz: Russia’s Special Forces (Elite) in e-book can be your alternate.

Tommie Matthews:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their



family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Spetsnaz: Russia’s Special Forces (Elite) can be
very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Levi Ryan:

Beside this Spetsnaz: Russia’s Special Forces (Elite) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through
the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have Spetsnaz: Russia’s Special Forces (Elite) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at this
point!
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