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A luminous novel in verse from the author of the Jefferson Cup award winner
ALL THE BROKEN PIECES.

Serafina has
a secret dream.

She wants to go to school
and become a doctor
with her best friend, Julie Marie.

But in their rural village
outside Port-au-Prince, Haiti,
many obstacles
stand in Serafina’s way--
little money,
never-ending chores,
and Manman’s worries.

More powerful even
than all of these
are the heavy rains
and the shaking earth
that test Serafina’s resolve
in ways she never dreamed.

At once heartbreaking and hopeful,
this exquisitely crafted story
will leave a lasting impression
on your heart.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Serafina is an 11-year-old Haitian struggling to keep her dream of becoming a doctor alive. Living in a
desolate mountain village, Serafina toils at her daily chores while planning to attend school in the requisite
uniform and shoes. Serafina has a warm family, a true friend in Julie Marie, and an encouraging woman
doctor, who all come to support her vision. Then a flood washes away the family home, and the roaring
stampede of an earthquake devastates the city of Port-au-Prince, where Serafina’s father works and Julie
Marie lives. In this novel in verse, the author of the acclaimed All the Broken Pieces (2009) uses a lush
narrative bouquet, filled with blooms of quiet verse, rhythmic Creole, and Haitian proverbs and sayings that
capture life’s poignancy and hardships, including a message that Serafina has learned from an early age: “If
you want your eggs to hatch, sit on them yourself.” In Burg’s lyrical tale, Serafina is a force of nature in her
own right who carries her family, friends, and dreams to safe ground. Grades 5-8. --Gail Bush

Review
Awards and Nominations for SERAFINA'S PROMISE:
Kirkus Best Book of the Year
Parents' Choice Gold Award winner
School Library Journal Best Books of the Year
New York Public Library 100 Books for Giving and Sharing
The Herald-Sun Wilde Award for Longer books, Middle grade novel
Cybils Awards Finalists, Middle Grade Fiction
NAACP Image Awards Outstanding Literary Work-Youth/Teens nominee
ALA Notable Book
ALA Notable Trade Book in the Field of Social Studies
Michigan Great Lakes Great Books Award nominee
Bank Street College Children's Book Committee - Best Children's Books of the Year
Americas Award, Commended Title

About the Author
Ann Burg's debut novel, ALL THE BROKEN PIECES, was named a Jefferson Cup award winner and an
IRA Notable Book for a Global Society, among its many honors. Burg worked as an English teacher for ten
years before becoming a full-time writer. She lives in Rhinebeck, New York, with her family. You can visit
her online at www.annburg.com

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andrew Sessions:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Serafina's Promise was making you to know
about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-
book Serafina's Promise is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship with all the book Serafina's Promise. You never feel lose out for everything should you read

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


some books.

Thomas Britton:

The publication untitled Serafina's Promise is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly
get the e-book of Serafina's Promise from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Margaret Padua:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Serafina's Promise your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get
before. The Serafina's Promise giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Donald Lee:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Serafina's Promise can give you a lot of pals because by
you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So ,
why hesitate? Let us have Serafina's Promise.
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