
Satantango

By László Krasznahorkai

Satantango By László Krasznahorkai

From the winner of the 2015 Man Booker International Prize

A dark, haunting masterpiece by the author of The Melancholy of Resistance and
Seiobo There Below

Now in paperback, Satantango, the novel that inspired Béla Tarr’s classic film, is
proof that the devil has all the good times. Set in an isolated hamlet, the novel
unfolds over the course of a few rain-soaked days. Only a dozen inhabitants
remain in the bleak village, rank with the stench of failed schemes, betrayals,
failure, infidelity, sudden hopes, and aborted dreams. “Their world,” in the words
of the renowned translator George Szirtes is “rough and ready, lost somewhere
between the cosmic and tragic, in one small insignificant corner of the cosmos.
Theirs is the dance of death.” Into this world comes, it seems, a messiah…
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Editorial Review

From Bookforum
A bleakly absurdist, voluptuously written saga of abject disintegration on the muddy nowheresville of the
Hungarian puszta, Satantango had a sardonic prescience. Supposedly structured on the forward-backward
steps of the tango, the novel glides from one consciousness to another, ultimately revealed as a kind of
Mobius strip. —J. Hoberman

Review
“He offers us stories that are relentlessly generative and defiantly irresolvable. They are haunting, pleasantly
weird, and, ultimately, bigger than the worlds they inhabit.” (The New York Times Book Review)

“The excitement of Krasznahorkai's writing is that he has come up with his own original forms - and one of
the most haunting is his first, Satantango. There is nothing else like it in contemporary literature.” (Adam
Thirwell - The New York Review of Books)

“Satantango is a monster of a novel: compact, cleverly constructed, often exhilarating, and possessed of a
distinctive, compelling vision - but a monster nonetheless...The grandeur is clearly palpable.” (The
Guardian)

“Krasznahorkai is alone among European novelists now in his intensity and originality. One of the most
mysterious artists now at work.” (Colm Tóibín)

“Profoundly unsettling.” (James Wood - The New Yorker)

“His inexhaustible yet claustrophobic prose, with its long, tight, weaving sentences, each like a tantalising
tightrope between banality and apocalypse, places the author in a European tradition of Beckett, Bernhard,
and Kafka.” (James Hopkin - The Independent)

About the Author
Lászlo Krasznahorkai, described by James Wood in the New Yorker as an “obsessive visionary,” was born
in Gyula, Hungary. This is his seventh book published by New Directions.

George Szirtes is a Hungarian-born British poet and translator who has translated works by Sándor Csoóri,
Dezsö Kosztolányi, and László Krasznahorkai.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Warren Ford:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps



exercise. Well, probably you will want this Satantango.

Sylvia Cunningham:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Satantango is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this
era.

Francisca Varney:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Satantango can be very good book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Paige Robinson:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Satantango can be the answer, oh how comes?
A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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