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Thirty years before Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, the
antislavery movement won its first victory in the British Parliament. On August
1, 1834, the Abolition of Slavery Bill took effect, ending colonial slavery
throughout the British Empire. Over the next three decades, "August First Day,"
also known as "West India Day" and "Emancipation Day," became the most
important annual celebration of emancipation among people of African descent
in the northern United States, the British Caribbean, Canada West, and the
United Kingdom and played a critical role in popular mobilization against
American slavery. In Rites of August First, J. R. KerrRitchie provides the first
detailed analysis of the origins, nature, and consequences of this important
commemoration that helped to shape the age of AngloAmerican emancipation.

Combining social, cultural, and political history, KerrRitchie discusses the
ideological and cultural representations of August First Day in print, oratory, and
visual images. Spanning the Western hemisphere, KerrRitchie successfully
unravels the cultural politics of emancipation celebrations, analyzing the social
practices informed by public ritual, symbol, and spectacle designed to elicit
feelings of common identity among blacks in the Atlantic World. Rites of August
First shows how and why the commemorative events changed between British
emancipation and the freeing of slaves in the United States a generation later,
while also examining the connections among local, regional, and international
commemorations. While shedding light on an important black institution that has
been long ignored, Rites of August First also contributes to the broader study of
emancipation and black Atlantic identity. Its transnational approach challenges
local and national narratives that have largely shaped previous investigations of
these questions. KerrRitchie shows how culture and community were truly
political at this important historical moment and, most broadly, how politics and
culture converge and profoundly influence each other. AUTHOR BIO: J. R.
KerrRitchie is an associate professor of history at Howard University in
Washington, D.C., and the author of Freedpeople in the Tobacco South: Virginia,
1860–1900.
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Thirty years before Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, the antislavery movement won its first
victory in the British Parliament. On August 1, 1834, the Abolition of Slavery Bill took effect, ending
colonial slavery throughout the British Empire. Over the next three decades, "August First Day," also known
as "West India Day" and "Emancipation Day," became the most important annual celebration of
emancipation among people of African descent in the northern United States, the British Caribbean, Canada
West, and the United Kingdom and played a critical role in popular mobilization against American slavery.
In Rites of August First, J. R. KerrRitchie provides the first detailed analysis of the origins, nature, and
consequences of this important commemoration that helped to shape the age of AngloAmerican
emancipation.

Combining social, cultural, and political history, KerrRitchie discusses the ideological and cultural
representations of August First Day in print, oratory, and visual images. Spanning the Western hemisphere,
KerrRitchie successfully unravels the cultural politics of emancipation celebrations, analyzing the social
practices informed by public ritual, symbol, and spectacle designed to elicit feelings of common identity
among blacks in the Atlantic World. Rites of August First shows how and why the commemorative events
changed between British emancipation and the freeing of slaves in the United States a generation later, while
also examining the connections among local, regional, and international commemorations. While shedding
light on an important black institution that has been long ignored, Rites of August First also contributes to
the broader study of emancipation and black Atlantic identity. Its transnational approach challenges local and
national narratives that have largely shaped previous investigations of these questions. KerrRitchie shows
how culture and community were truly political at this important historical moment and, most broadly, how
politics and culture converge and profoundly influence each other. AUTHOR BIO: J. R. KerrRitchie is an
associate professor of history at Howard University in Washington, D.C., and the author of Freedpeople in
the Tobacco South: Virginia, 1860–1900.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

"Rites of August First is an absorbing and meticulous study that documents the impact of British Caribbean
emancipation in 1834 on the drive to abolish slavery in the United States." -- The Public Historian

"Kerr-Ritchie provides a sophisticated study of the celebration of August First Day in the West Indies,
Canada, the US, and Britain." -- Choice

"Rites of August First will prove a valuable resource for anyone interested in the history of the abolition
movement, black culture, or the formation of transatlantic and transnational cultures in the nineteenth
century." -- Canadian Journal of History

In Rites of August First, J. R. Kerr-Ritchie provides the first detailed analysis of the origins, nature, and
consequences of August First Day -- the most important annual celebration of the emancipation of colonial
slavery throughout the British Empire. Spanning the Western hemisphere, Kerr-Ritchie's study successfully
unravels the cultural politics of emancipation celebrations, analyzing the social practices informed by public
ritual, symbol, and spectacle designed to elicit feelings of common identity among blacks in the Atlantic
world.

J. R. Kerr -Ritchie is an associate professor of history at Howard University in Washington, D.C., and the
author of Freedpeople in the Tobacco South: Virginia, 1860--1900.

About the Author
J. R. Kerr-Ritchie is an associate professor of history at Howard University in Washington, D.C., and the
author of Freedpeople in the Tobacco South: Virginia, 1860-1900.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helen McCormick:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Rites of August
First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) book
as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Richard Redd:

The ability that you get from Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World



(Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) may be the more deep you digging the information that hide
into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware
of but Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition, and the
Atlantic World) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can
go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific
Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition, and the
Atlantic World) instantly.

Elizabeth Frizzell:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World
(Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition
of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this
book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Michael Green:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Rites of August First: Emancipation
Day in the Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) or perhaps others sources
were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Rites of August First:
Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) to make
your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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