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Grand in scope, rigorous in its arguments, and elegantly synthesizing thirty years
of scholarship, Gordon S. Wood's Pulitzer Prize-winning book analyzes the
social, political, and economic consequences of 1776.In The Radicalism of the
American Revolution, Wood depicts not just a break with England, but the
rejection of an entire way of life: of a society with feudal dependencies, a politics
of patronage, and a world view in which people were divided between the
nobility and "the Herd." He shows how the theories of the country's founders
became realities that sometimes baffled and disappointed them. Above all,
Bancroft Prize-winning historian Wood rescues the revolution from abstraction,
allowing readers to see it with a true sense of its drama-and not a little awe.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The gifted Wood offers a fresh take on the formative years of the United States, explaining the astonishing
transformation of disparate, quarreling colonies into a bustling, unruly republic of egalitarian-minded
citizens.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Historians have always had problems explaining the revolutionary character of the American Revolution: its
lack of class conflict, a reign of terror, and indiscriminate violence make it seem positively sedate. In this
beautifully written and persuasively argued book, one of the most noted of U.S. historians restores the
radicalism to what he terms "one of the greatest revolutions the world has ever known." It was the American
Revolution, Wood argues, that unleashed the social forces that transformed American society in the years
between 1760 and 1820. The change from a deferential, monarchical, ordered, and static society to a liberal,
democratic, and commercial one was astonishing, all the more so because it took place without
industrialization, urbanization, or the revolution in transportation. It was a revolution of the mind, in which
the concept of equality, democracy, and private interest grasped by hundreds of thousands of Americans
transformed a country nearly overnight. Exciting, compelling, and sure to provoke controversy, the book will
be discussed for years to come. History Book Club main selection.
- David B. Mattern, Univ. of Virginia, Charlottesville
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Perhaps, as is often noted, the American Revolution was not as convulsive or transforming as its French and
Russian counterparts. Yet this sparkling analysis from Wood (History/Brown Univ.; ed., The Rising Glory of
America, 1971) impressively argues that it was anything but conservative. Wood's contention that the
Revolution was ``the most radical and far-reaching event in American history'' may stretch the point (did it
really have more of an impact than the Civil War?). But from now on it will be hard to argue that the
rebellion was a genteel event that left fundamental institutions unscathed. Wood pictures colonial society as
overwhelmingly deferential--to king, to family patriarch, and to aristocrats--with ``personal obligations and
reciprocity that ran through the whole society.'' But patriots such as Adams, Jefferson, and Franklin, aspiring
to become gentlemen, resented this entrenched order of patronage and kinship. Their classical republicanism
stressed benevolence and government by an enlightened elite. To their dismay, however, they discovered that
their rhetoric unleashed all the latent entrepreneurial and egalitarian energies of American life, which even
the elaborate mechanism of the Constitution could not completely contain. Among the results, Wood says,
were a new concept of the dignity of labor, improvements in the lot of women, the first significant
antislavery movement, and the frank acceptance of private interest underlying the political party system.
Above all, Wood suggests, the Revolution produced the messy, fractious politics of liberal democracy,
dominated by ordinary people pursuing commercial interests. A provocative, highly accomplished
examination of how American society was reshaped in the cauldron of revolution. -- Copyright ©1991,
Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Irving Gaston:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Radicalism of the American Revolution. Try to stumble
through book Radicalism of the American Revolution as your close friend. It means that it can being your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything
by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Andre Rosier:

Why? Because this Radicalism of the American Revolution is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Donald Noble:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Radicalism of the
American Revolution.

Henry Buford:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Radicalism of the American Revolution
to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book
and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside
that the guide Radicalism of the American Revolution can to be your new friend when you're experience
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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